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A meeting of the Georgia State Board of Funeral Service was held on August 14, 2012 at the 
Professional Licensing Boards office in Macon, GA.  Vice Chairman Bryant Hightower called the 
meeting to order at 10:02 a.m.   
 
A quorum was established with members present being: Vice Chairman Bryant Hightower, David 
Roach, Lauren McDonald and Michael Fowler. 
 
Others present were as follows: Steve Lindsey, Executive Director, Reagan Dean, Assistant Attorney 
General and Grechelle Blocker, Board Support Specialist. 
 
Guests attended the meeting’s open session as follows: Kelly Farr, Deputy Secretary of State, and 
Lisa Durden, Professional Licensing Boards Division Director.  Deputy Secretary of State Farr 
presented the Board with an overview of the fiscal budget for FY2012 and the zero-based budget 
for FY2013. 
 
 
Executive Session: 
 
Lauren McDonald moved to enter into Executive Session to deliberate on applications, complaints, 
and investigations, as authorized by O.C.G.A. § 43-1-2 (k) and 43-1-19 (h).  Michael Fowler 
seconded the motion.  The motion was carried by Bryant Hightower, Vice Chairman; Michael 
Fowler, David Roach and Lauren McDonald.  The Board concluded Executive Session in order to 
vote on the matters discussed and to continue with the public session. 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
 
Michael Fowler moved, Lauren McDonald seconded, and the Board unanimously voted to approve 
the minutes of the July 17, 2012 meeting and the Executive Session minutes of the July 17, 2012 
meeting. 
 
Applications: 
 
Lauren McDonald moved, Michael Fowler seconded, and the Board voted to approve the following 
requests for appointment as Funeral Director in Full & Continuous Charge: 
 

 1774044 
 

Gregory B. Levett & Sons, Inc  
Scottsdale Chapel 

FDFCC: Geoffrey Spencer Wilson 
 

Scottsdale, GA 

 1774082 Gregory B. Levett & Sons 
South Dekalb Chapel 

FDFCC: Gregory B. Levett 
 

Decatur, GA 
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 1768525 Akins Funeral Home, Inc. 
FDFCC: Dewayne Anthony Cobb 

Blue Ridge, GA 

 

 
Lauren McDonald moved, Michael Fowler seconded, and the Board voted to ratify the licenses that 
were issued since the July 17, 2012 meeting. 
 
 

License No Licensee Profession 

EMB004790 Burkhead, Brandon Scott Funeral Service 

EMB004791 Howard, LaShonda Trinette Funeral Service 

EMB004792 Smith, Rebecca Kathleen Funeral Service 

EMB004793 Phillips, Jason Scott Funeral Service 

EMB004794 Cantrell, Samantha Lea Funeral Service 

FD005197 Burkhead, Brandon Scott Funeral Service 

FD005198 Cason, William Dean Funeral Service 

FD005199 Howard, LaShonda Trinette Funeral Service 

FD005200 Smith, Rebecca Kathleen Funeral Service 

FD005201 Phillips, Jason Scott Funeral Service 

FD005202 Cantrell, Samantha Lea Funeral Service 

FEST001837 Ellenberg Funeral Services Inc Funeral Service 

FEST001838 Ellenberg Funeral Services Funeral Service 

FEST001839 Hart Funeral Home Funeral Service 

FSA005441 Mlambo, Debra Funeral Service 

FSA005442 Ingram, Kayla Arnold Funeral Service 

FSA005443 Ragland, Kristy Sharell Funeral Service 

FSA005444 Butler, Cindy Ann Funeral Service 

FSA005445 Cowart, Chanda Michele Funeral Service 

FSA005446 Swords, Donald Joseph Funeral Service 

FSA005447 Marchbanks, Clayton Jed Funeral Service 

FSA005448 Franks, Michael Howard Funeral Service 

FSA005449 Sisk, Emily Saranne Funeral Service 

FSA005450 McGee, Gregory Adam Funeral Service 

FSA005451 Whatley, Casey Lynn Funeral Service 

FSA005452 Spicer, Ivy Lane Funeral Service 

FSA005453 Pierce, Vivian Dianne Funeral Service 

FSA005454 Paulk, Drexal Daniel, Sr. Funeral Service 

 
 
 
Lauren McDonald moved, Michael Fowler seconded, and the Board voted to approve the following 
applications for licensure: 
 

 1767057     Embalmer  Clint Edward Ingram 
1767064 Funeral Director 
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 1763219     Embalmer  Phillip Lenard Banks, Sr. 
1763215 Funeral Director 

 
Lauren McDonald moved, Michael Fowler seconded, and the Board voted to approve the following 
applications for licensure reinstatement: 
 

 1775461    Embalmer  Delmus Gerald Mosley 
1775460 Funeral Director 

 

 1774764    Embalmer  Marie Graham Spaulding-Fontanez  
1774776 Funeral Director 
 

 1778116    Embalmer  Robert Zachery Bailey 
1778162 Funeral Director 

 
 
Lauren McDonald moved, Michael Fowler seconded, and the Board voted to approve the following 
application for licensure by reciprocity. 
 

 1763243    Embalmer  Dennis Eugene Ralph 
1763254 Funeral Director 
 

 1773545    Embalmer  Danny Ray  Gibson 
1773548 Funeral Director 

 
 

 
Lauren McDonald moved, Michael Fowler seconded, and the Board voted to refer the following 
application for change of name of establishment to Attorney General’s office for issuance of a 
consent order with a fine of $100 per violation for 4 death certificates filed in an incorrect 
establishment’s name, a requirement of the establishment to correctly file the death certificates 
within 90 days to show the correct establishment’s name at the time of deaths and a $50 fine per 
violation for the Funeral Director in Full & Continuous Charge: 
 

 1756703 Funeral Establishment  B F H 
FDFCC   R B 

 
 
Lauren McDonald moved, Michael Fowler seconded, and the Board voted to table the following 
application for name change: 
 

 1759403 J W F H & C, Inc 
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Lauren McDonald moved, Michael Fowler seconded, and the Board voted to accept the 

recommendation of the following case in the Attorney General’s report: 

 

 FUN120044 

 

 
Lauren McDonald moved, Michael Fowler seconded, and the Board voted to accept the Cognizant 
Member’s recommendations on the following cases: 
 

  
FUN120163 Forward to Enforcement to verify receipt of 

payment with complainant and close. 

FUN120132 Table 

FUN120190 Close 

 
 
Lauren McDonald moved, Michael Fowler seconded, and the Board voted to ratify the following 
orders to accept fine money for inspection violations: 
 
 

 Bellamy’s Powder Springs Funeral Home   $50  Powder Springs, GA 
 

 Davis Funeral Home    $250  Wrightsville, GA 

 

 
Lauren McDonald moved, David Roach seconded, and the Board voted to request the Funeral 
Director in Full & Continuous Charge of the following establishment to appear before the Board at 
the next meeting dated Tuesday, September 11, 2012 for an inspection violation: 

 

 

 FEST001788      McCrae Godfrey Mortuary Services of Valdosta LLC     Valdosta, GA 

 

 

 

 

 
Continuing Education: 

 
Lauren McDonald moved, Michael Fowler seconded, the Board voted to accept the following 
continuing education courses: 
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Program Provider/Sponsor Course Title 

           
HRS 

Requested 
HRS 

Approved 

Independent Funeral Directors  of GA 
Ifdg@aol.com 

2012 Annual Conference 10 7 

 
 

 
 

International Order of the Golden 
Rule 
www.iogr.org 

Caribbean Cruise 3 
 

3 

 
 

 
 

Dodge Institute 
ddodge@dodgeco.com 

Embalming-The Challenges & Rewards 9 9 
 

 
 

 
 

Funeral CE 
PO Box 850127 
Richardson, TX   75085 

Handling the Obese Case:  What Every 
Funeral Director Should Know 

5 5 

 
 

 
 

MKJ Marketing 
kcasey@mkjmarketing.com 

Preferred Funeral Directors International 2012 
Fall Convention 
 

7 7 

    

National Funeral Directors 
Association 

Celebrant Funerals: Becoming a Master of 
Ceremonies 7 

7 

National Funeral Directors 
Association 

Embalming, Reconstructive and Airbrush 
Techniques 4 

4 

National Funeral Directors 
Association 

Controlling the Cost of Success: At- Need 
Arrangements With Pre-Need Families 1 

1 

National Funeral Directors 
Association 

Issues and Challenges in Repatriation of 
Human Remains 1 

1 

National Funeral Directors 
Association OSHA Regulatory Compliance 1 

1 

National Funeral Directors 
Association 

Successfully Converting a Direct Cremation to 
a Personalized Cremation Service 

1 1 

National Funeral Directors 
Association Funeral Director Vs Professional 

2 2 

mailto:ddodge@dodgeco.com
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National Funeral Directors 
Association Making Cremation Profitable 

2 2 

National Funeral Directors 
Association 

She Commerce: How Women Shop and What 
Motivates Them t Buy 

2 2 

National Funeral Directors 
Association The Challenges of Funeral Service in Alaska 

2 2 

National Funeral Directors 
Association 

Distracted Driving:  Your Firm and Your 
Community 

1 1 

National Funeral Directors 
Association 

Don’t Settle for Satisfied! Build Customer 
Loyalty 

2 2 

National Funeral Directors 
Association 

Embalming Best Practices for Tissue Recovery 
Cases 2 2 

National Funeral Directors 
Association 

Size Matters: Why Growing Your Business is 
Key to your future, and How Small Firms Can 
Make It Happen 

2 2 

National Funeral Directors 
Association 

Effective Management of Your Largest 
Expense-Employee Compensation 

1 1 

National Funeral Directors 
Association Technology for Beginners 

1 1 

National Funeral Directors 
Association 

The 3 P’s of Cremation: Policies, Procedures, 
Performance 

1 1 

National Funeral Directors 
Association The One Experience we Hardly Ever Manage 

1 1 

National Funeral Directors 
Association 

Educating Funeral Professionals and Families 
About the Important Role of Meaningful 
Funerals 

2 2 

National Funeral Directors 
Association 

Handling Claims, Litigation and Regulatory 
Investigations 

1 1 

National Funeral Directors 
Association 

How to Talk to Families Abut Green Funeral 
and Burial Options 

1 1 

National Funeral Directors 
Association Ten Keys to Successful Cemetery Options 

1 1 

National Funeral Directors 
Association 

Understanding and benefiting From the 
Department of Labor’s New 408(b)(2) Rule 
and Fiduciary Responsibilities 

1 1 

National Funeral Directors 
Association 

Opening Session: PEAKonomics: Success 
Strategies From the 7 Summits 

1 1 

National Funeral Directors 
Association 

Breaking the Consumer Code: New Insights 
Into Ways Consumers Really Think 

2 2 

National Funeral Directors 
Association Embalming the Bariatric and Edema Cases 

2 2 
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National Funeral Directors 
Association 

Everything You Need to Know About Social 
Media and Web. 2.0 

2 2 

National Funeral Directors 
Association 

Revised hazard Communication 
Standard/EPA & Sustainability: FDs Can Do 
It 

2 2 

National Funeral Directors 
Association 

Cemetery Perspectives From Around the 
World 

1 1 

National Funeral Directors 
Association Dover Port Mortuary: The Back Story 

1 1 

National Funeral Directors 
Association Military Funeral Honors Discussion 

1 1 

National Funeral Directors 
Association Shoestring Marketing 

1 1 

National Funeral Directors 
Association Smart Phones…..Smarter Business 

1 1 

National Funeral Directors 
Association 

Conversation Café: Financing The Funeral 
Business 

1 1 

National Funeral Directors 
Association Conversation Café: Gadgets and Gizmos 

1 1 

National Funeral Directors 
Association Conversation Café: Pet Services 

1 1 

National Funeral Directors 
Association 

Creating Effective relationships with Hospice 
Organizations and other End-of-Life Care 
Providers 

1 1 

National Funeral Directors 
Association Embalming Risk Management 

1 1 

National Funeral Directors 
Association 

Ideas Exchange Power-hour: Ignite Innovation 
in 60 Minutes 

1 1 

National Funeral Directors 
Association 

Redefining Service in a Technology Driven 
World 

1 1 

National Funeral Directors 
Association 

Closing Session: Laugh to the Top: A Hilarious 
Guide to Achieving Your Goals 

1 1 

National Funeral Directors 
Association Exhibits 

1 1 

 
 

  

International Order of Golden Rule 2012 Fall Forum: Leading Today’s Funeral 
Home 

7 7 

 

 
 

 
 

MKJ Marketing 
kcasey@mjkmarketing.com 

The Value of a Funeral 7 7 

mailto:kcasey@mjkmarketing.com
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Georgia Funeral Directors Association 
www.gfda.org 

Interpreting Georgia Preneed Law 2 2 

 
Other Business: 

 

 
David Roach moved, Michael Fowler seconded, and the Board voted to deny a request to rescind 
the decision to place the following Funeral Director’s license on probation and assess a fine: 
 

 FD004214  Peggy E Slaughter  Mableton, GA 
 
 
 

Reagan Dean and David Roach reported to the Board concerning the Laws and Rules Committee 
meeting that was held on August 7, 2012 at the Office of Georgia Secretary of State, Atlanta, GA.  
Another meeting will be scheduled. 
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 2:09 p.m.   
 
The next meeting of the Board will be on Tuesday, September 11, 2012. 

 

http://www.gfda.org/

