
  GEORGIA STATE BOARD OF PHYSICAL THERAPY 
 Board Meeting Minutes  

Professional Licensing Boards 
237 Coliseum Drive, Macon, GA 

 March 26, 2013 * 9:00 a.m. 
 
Board Members Present: 
Bo Hamil, PT- President 
Charlene Portee, PT-Vice-President 
Monty Strickland, PT 

Staff Present: 
Tanja Battle, Executive Director 
Tamara Elliott, Board Support Specialist  

Emily Garner, PT 
Chad Whitefield, PTA     D. Williams-McNeely, Assistant Attorney General  
Dorothy Gaskin, PT 
Stefanie Palma, PT 
John Cowherd, Consumer Member 
 
Visitors 
Margaret Adamson 
Lauri Wallace 
Katherine Sylvester 
Jared Dobbins 
Willie Beavers III 
Rose Burgett 
Kimberly Mello 
Nancy Boore 
Terri Burner 
Brad Johnson 
Leslie Taylor 
Maurice Middleton 
 

OPEN SESSION 
Mr. Hamil established that a quorum was present and called the meeting to order at 9:11 a.m. 
Mr. Hamil introduced the visitors. 
 
Approval of minutes: 
Dr. Palma made a motion to approve the January 15, 2013 Board Meeting minutes, February 14, 2013 Teleconference 
minutes, and the March 5, 2013 Rules Committee Meeting minutes with amendments. Ms. Gaskin seconded and the 
Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion.  
 
Licenses to Ratify January 8, 2013- March 19, 2013 
Dr. Portee mentioned there are no PTAs listed on the ratified list. 
Mr. Cowherd made a motion to approve ratified list with no PTAs. Dr. Palma seconded and the Board voted 
unanimously in favor of the motion. 
 
Delegate and Administrator Credentialing for 2013 Annual Meeting 
Mr. Cowherd made a motion, Dr. Palma seconded and the Board voted unanimously to send Mr. Hamil, Mr. Strickland, 
and Ms. Battle as representatives.  
 
Kimberly Hamilton Rule Waiver 490-2-.04 Training Permits 
Ms. Gardner made a motion, Mr. Cowherd seconded and the Board voted unanimously to deny the petition and send 
letter explaining the additional information needed.  
 
Sherylle Redulfin Rule Waiver 490-2-.03 Licensure: Foreign-Educated Applicants 
Dr. Portee made a motion, Mr. Cowherd seconded and the Board voted unanimously to deny the petition.   
 
Correspondence from Tiffany Lamonde  
The Board considered this correspondence regarding direct access. Mr. Hamil suggested the Board may want to seek 
legal advice from its attorney. Dr. Portee read Rule 490-11-.01 Consultation and indicated the rule seemed clear to her. 
Dr. Palma said BCBS is already refunding for this. Ms. Williams-McNeely Assistant Attorney General stated it is not a 
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clear yes or no question because there are too many underlying issues. Dr. Portee suggests that the Board add a response 
under FAQ in reference to this correspondence once clarification is received. 
 
Ms. Gaskin made a motion to seek advice from AG’s Office for consultation and treatment deemed as healing arts. Ms. 
Garner seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion.  
Dr.  Portee made a motion to send a letter referring Tiffany Lamonde to Rule 490-11-.01 Consultation with an 
explanation that the Board is precluded from offering legal advice. Ms. Garner seconded and the Board voted 
unanimously in favor of the motion.  
 
Licenses to Ratify January 8, 2013- March 19, 2013 
The Board revisited the list of licenses administratively issued and determined that PTAs were indeed listed. Dr. Portee 
made a motion to approve original ratified list. Ms. Gaskin seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the 
motion 
 
Board Chair Report –Bo Hamil  
Mr. Hamil expressed concern regarding the upcoming renewal of the Board’s licensing population and the recent 
requirement of Secure and Verifiable Documents. Ms. Battle explained that this request for SVDs and affidavits on 
every renewal is causing processing delays. She explained that, before this requirement, the majority of renewals were 
handled in an automated fashion. The SVD requirement resulted in each renewal having to be processed manually.  The 
Board understood and offered to help disseminate information encouraging licensees to start the process early. Dr. 
Portee asked how long the process can take and Tanja Battle answered that it could take up to two weeks depending on 
the volume.  
 
Mr. Hamil discussed the issue of the Georgia Jurisprudence Examination to be given by FSBTP. Ms. Garner mentioned 
that she liked the direction the Board was going with the changes but, because of the miscommunication about the 
additional fee and reverting back to the original language in the rule, suggested leaving things with the recent 
amendment.  
 
Dr. Portee mentioned she stands behind the Board’s intentions and wants to pursue changes at a later juncture.  
 
Mr. Hamil suggested that the Special Projects Committee conduct a self-audit on how the Board may become more 
efficient and better serve the state.  
 
Rules Committee Report- Charlene Portee  

• Review of GA State Board Physical Therapy Policy 7 
Deleted statement in Policy 7. 
 

• 490-2-.03 Licensure: Foreign-Educated Applicants. 
Language to be added to allow the Board discretion.  
 
Executive Director’s Report –Tanja D. Battle  

• 490-2-.03 Licensure: Foreign-Educated Applicants. 
 

The Board accepted the recommendation from the Rules Committee and voted to post this rule as follows:  
 
490-2-.03 Licensure: Foreign-Educated Applicants. 
(1) All applicants who are graduates of educational programs conducted in a foreign 
country that are not accredited by CAPTE and approved by the Board must submit 
credentials prescribed by the Board in order to be considered for approval to take the 
licensing examination. 
(a) Transcripts must be evaluated by a credential evaluation agency approved by the 
Board, to determine if the professional instruction is substantially equivalent to that of 
entry-level United States-educated therapists. The credentialing evaluation agency shall 
send its evaluation and a copy of the official transcript directly to the Board. A list of 
credentialing agencies approved by the Board shall be included in each application 
packet. Additional lists may be obtained from the Board office. 
(b) Proof of licensure/certification/registration, that is current and in good standing, to 
practice physical therapy, or proof of appropriate eligibility to practice physical therapy, 
in the country of education must be submitted. 
(c) Verification of licensure/certification/registration in all jurisdictions in which the 
candidate holds or has ever held a license/certification/registration must be submitted. 
(d) Applicants educated in a non-English speaking physical therapy program must take 
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and receive passing scores on three (3) language proficiency examinations to include the 
Test of Spoken English (TSE): passing score of 50; Test of English as a Foreign 
Language (TOEFL): passing score of 560 pencil & paper/220 computerized; and Test of 
Written English (TWE): passing score of 4.5, before being allowed to sit for the licensure 
examination. Official score results must be submitted to the Board. 
(e) Applicants educated in an English speaking physical therapy program must have a 
school official submit an official letter to the Board attesting that the physical therapy 
curriculum was taught in English. 
(f) Once a completed application is on file and prior to initiation of a traineeship, all 
foreign educated applicants must take and pass the NPTE and the examination on the 
laws governing the practice of physical therapy in Georgia and the rules of the Georgia 
State Board of Physical Therapy. 
(g) All foreign-educated applicants must complete a Board-approved traineeship consisting of a minimum of 480 hours, 
which must be completed within three (3) months of the issuance of the traineeship permit. This requirement may be 
waived at the discretion of the Board if the applicant has demonstrated clinical competency with a minimum of 5 years 
of continuous active practice and license in good standing.  
(2) Applicants educated in a foreign physical therapy program that is accredited by 
CAPTE and approved by the Board, do not have to submit a credentials evaluation and 
must meet the conditions of Board Rule 490-2-.02. 
 
Stephanie Palma made a motion to accept the following statements, John Cowherd seconded and the Board voted 
unanimously in favor of the motion:  
 
The Board voted that the formulation and adoption of these amendments and the new rule do not impose excessive 
regulatory cost on any licensee and any cost to comply with the proposed rule cannot be reduced by a less expensive 
alternative that fully accomplishes the objectives of O.C.G.A. §§ §§ 43-1-24, 43-1-25, 43-33-10, 43-33-11, and 43-33-
12. 
 
Additionally, the Board considered whether it is legal or feasible in meeting the objectives of O.C.G.A. §§ 43-1-24, 43-
1-25, 43-33-10, 43-33-11 and 43-33-12 to adopt or implement differing actions for businesses as listed at O.C.G.A. § 
50-13-4(a) (3) (A), (B), (C) and (D). The Board considered whether the formulation and adoption of this proposed rule 
amendment and proposed new rule will impact every licensee in the same manner when small businesses are 
independently owned and operated and not dominant in their respective fields of licensure. The formulation and 
adoption of these rules will impact every licensee in the same manner and each licensee is independently licensed, 
owned and operated and dominant in the field of physical therapy.  
 

• 490-4-.02 Continuing Competence Requirements. 
 

Stephanie Palma made a motion to post Rule 490-4-.02 Continuing Competence Requirements. Dorothy Gaskin 
seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion. The proposed rule reads as follows:  
 
490-4-.02 Continuing Competence Requirements.  
(1) The Georgia State Board of Physical Therapy requires each licensed physical  
therapist and physical therapist assistant to participate in a minimum number of thirty  
(30) clock hours of experience per licensure period to promote continuing competence.  
The Board has defined the requirements for competence as planned learning experiences  
which the licensee can show is intended to increase their present skill level and that the  
content is beyond the licensees’ present level of knowledge and competence, which may  
be subject to audit by the board. Content of the experience must relate to patient care in  
physical therapy whether the subject is research, treatment, documentation, education,  
management, or some other content area. The purpose of this requirement is to assist in  
assuring safe and effective practices in the provision of physical therapy services to the  
citizens of Georgia. In the event that a licensee does not meet this requirement, the  
license will not be renewed.  
(a) Continuing competence requirements may be met through the mechanisms identified  
in the categories, Class I and Class II.  
(b) The thirty (30) hours of continuing competence requirements per biennium shall include  
the Georgia jurisprudence exam, offered by FSBPT. Passage of the Georgia jurisprudence  
examination is equivalent to two (2) contact hours. The continuing competence requirements shall include a course in 
ethics which will be equivalent to two (2) contact hours.  a minimum of four (4) contact hours specifically in ethics and 
jurisprudence as defined in the Georgia Physical Therapy Act or by passage of the Georgia Jurisprudence Examination. 
Passage of the examination is equivalent to the four (4) hour requirement.  
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(c) The total hours required biennially for continuing competence may be distributed  
between Class I and Class II activities. A maximum of 10 hours may be obtained through  
Class II activities. All required hours may be met through Class I activities. Competence  
credit is the clock hours spent in an activity except as noted below. Any Class I activity  
without a stated maximum number of hours may be used to accrue all required hours.  
(d) A maximum of ten (10) continuing competence credit hours will be accepted per  
calendar day.  
(e) Additional information pertaining to continuing competency requirements may be  
found on the Board’s current policies.  
(f) On-line/web-based classes can be Class I or Class II dependent upon course content.  
(2) Class I and Class II acceptable continuing competence credit shall be awarded to  
programs sponsored by Continuing Competence providers as noted in the board by  
policy, provided that the content is beyond the licensee’s present level of knowledge and  
competence which may be subject to audit by the Board.  
(3) Unacceptable activities for continuing competence include, but are not limited to:  
(a) Orientation and in-service programs;  
(b) Meetings for purposes of policy decisions;  
(c) Non-educational meeting at annual association, chapter or organization meetings;  
(d) Entertainment or recreational meeting or activities;  
(e) Committee meetings, holdings of offices, serving as an organization delegate;  
(f) Visiting exhibits;  
(g) CPR.  
(4) Continuing competence requirements shall apply within the first biennium that a  
physical therapist/physical therapist assistant is licensed in Georgia. However, licensees  
who have graduated during the current renewal biennium and who have passed the  
National Physical Therapy Examination are exempt from the continuing competence  
requirement during the biennium in which they have graduated and successfully passed   
the exam.  
(5) Individuals licensed during the last six (6) months of a biennium renewal period will  
not be required to meet continuing competence requirements for that biennium.  
(6) Individuals who have been reinstated within the last six (6) months of a biennium  
renewal period may use the continuing competence coursework used for reinstatement,  
thereby making them exempt from the requirement for that biennium renewal period.  
(7) Those licensees selected for audit shall submit the Verification of Continuing  
Competence form and documentation of compliance upon receipt of notice. Acceptable  
documentation shall include:  
(a) An official program or outline of the course attended or taught or a copy of the  
publication which clearly shows that the objectives and content were related to patient  
care in physical therapy and shows the number of contact hours, as appropriate. The  
information also should clearly identify the licensee's responsibility in teaching or  
authorship; and  
(b) A certificate or verification of completion of home study which identifies the  
sponsoring entity or maintain a copy of the final grade report in the case of a University  
credit course(s), or specialization certificate, or proof of attendance with a copy of the  
program for the other acceptable activities, or documentation of self-instruction or  
reading professional literature; or  
(c) Verification of a peer review of practice with verification of acceptable practice by a  
recognized entity. An example of a recognized entity is the American Physical Therapy  
Association Board Policy (See APTA Policy G03-05-15-40).  
(8) Responsibilities of the Licensee:  
(a) To maintain the documents identified in number (5) above for no less than three (3)  
years from the beginning date of the licensure period. These records should be  
maintained in the licensee’s persona l files for no less than three (3) years from the  
beginning date of the licensure period through the even numbered year after the license is  
renewed.  
(b) To submit a properly completed and notarize d “Verification of Competence  
Education” form to the Georgia State Board of Physical Therapy, if audited.  
(c) To complete all steps necessary to meet the relicensure requirements on or before  
December 31st of the odd numbered years.  
(d) To provide the Board with information requested during an audit.  
(e) To keep a current mailing address on file with the Licensing Board Office at all times. 
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Dorothy Gaskin made a motion to accept the following statements,  Stephanie Palma seconded and the Board voted 
unanimously in favor of the motion:  
 
The Board voted that the formulation and adoption of these amendments and the new rule do not impose excessive 
regulatory cost on any licensee and any cost to comply with the proposed rule cannot be reduced by a less expensive 
alternative that fully accomplishes the objectives of O.C.G.A. §§ §§ 43-1-24, 43-1-25, 43-33-10, 43-33-11, and 43-33-
16. 
 
Additionally, the Board considered whether it is legal or feasible in meeting the objectives of O.C.G.A. §§ 43-1-24, 43-
1-25, 43-33-10, 43-33-11 and 43-33-16 to adopt or implement differing actions for businesses as listed at O.C.G.A. § 
50-13-4(a) (3) (A), (B), (C) and (D). The Board considered whether the formulation and adoption of this proposed rule 
amendment and proposed new rule will impact every licensee in the same manner when small businesses are 
independently owned and operated and not dominant in their respective fields of licensure. The formulation and 
adoption of these rules will impact every licensee in the same manner and each licensee is independently licensed, 
owned and operated and dominant in the field of physical therapy.  
 

• Review of GA State Board Physical Therapy Policy 7 
 

The Rules Committee recommended the policy change to reflect changes in the proposed rule and the Board voted in 
favor of the changes.  
 
Attorney General’s Report- D. Williams-McNeely 
No Report Presented in Open Session.  
 
Presentation: 
11:30am  Leslie Taylor 
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Discussion from the Board members included the absence of authority in the code section regarding temporary licenses. 
Mr. Cowherd asked if a legislative change would be needed. Dr. Palma indicated that there used to be temporary 
licenses. The Board’s attorney read the rule pertaining to training permits. The Board will look into this further.  
 
Mr. Cowherd made the motion, Mr. Strickland seconded and the Board voted to enter into Executive Session in 
accordance with O.C.G.A. §43-1-19(h)(2) and §43-1-2(k) to deliberate and to receive information on applications, 
investigative reports and the Assistant Attorney General’s report. Voting in favor of the motion were Bo Hamil, 
Charlene Portee, Monty Strickland, John Cowherd, Stefanie Palma, Dorothy Gaskin, Emily Garner, and Chad 
Whitefield. 
 
Bo Hamil concluded Executive Session, in which no votes were taken, and declared open session at 1:07 p.m. 

OPEN SESSION 
Dr. Palma made a motion to accept the following recommendations based on deliberations in Executive Session, Mr. 
Cowherd seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion.  
 
Applications: 

1. J.C.N.  Approve   
2. C.D.C.  Approve 
3. H.K.  Deny 
4. A.A.M.  Approve upon Proof of CEUs & Jurisprudence  
5. K.S.C.   Approve upon Proof of CEUs & Jurisprudence 
6. M.A.  Deny 
7. C.A.B.B.  Approve upon Proof of CEUs & Jurisprudence 
8. G.M.E.  Deny: refer to Continuing Competence  
9. J.N.T.  Approve 
10. L.R.W.  Approve 
11. E.A.E  Approve & send a recommendation letter 
12. S.M.B.  Approve 
13. A.S.E.  Deny & Refer to Policy #2 & Rule 490-2-.03 
14. S.D.F.  Approve 
15. L.J.W.  Approve 1,000 hours traineeship 
16. P.H.M.  Approve 
17. N.P.   Approve PT traineeship for 1,000 hours 
18. C.S.H.  Deny 

 
Stefanie Palma made a motion to approve the following Cognizant’s Report. Emily Garner seconded and the Board 
voted unanimously in favor of the motion.  
 
Cognizant’s Report – Chad Whitefield 

• PT120005  Close with Letter of Concern 
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• PT130001  Close with No Action 
• PT130003  Close with No Action   
• PT130008  Close with No Action   
• PT130009  Close with letter referring to O.C.G.A. § 43-33-11 
• PT130010  Close with No Action  

 
Attorney General’s Report –D. Williams-McNeely 

• F.M. Refer to Investigations 
• D.M.  Prepare CO 

 
The Board decided to refer the presentation by Leslie Taylor to the Special Projects Committee to further investigate 
and report to Board at next meeting.  
 
The Board asked the Rules Committee to review and clarify the number of attempts an applicant can have on the MPTE 
and allow the Board to deny licensure after a certain number of attempts.   
 
Mr. Hamil asked for a volunteer member to work with Executive Director Tanja Battle to update FAQ on website. Ms. 
Garner volunteered.  
 
Ms. Battle discussed the Interested Parties List and the changes in managing such from the previous procedures.  
 
No more business was discussed and the meeting adjourned at 1:21 p.m.  

 
The next Georgia State Board of Physical Therapy meeting will be on Tuesday May 21, 2013, at 9:00 a.m. at the Office 
of the Professional Licensing Boards, 237 Coliseum Drive, Macon, Georgia 31217. 
 
___________________________________  __________________________ 
Bo Hamil, President     Date 
The Georgia State Board of Physical Therapy 
 
 
_______________________________________ __________________________ 
Tanja D. Battle, Executive Director           Date 
The Georgia State Board of Physical Therapy 
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