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  GEORGIA STATE BOARD OF PHYSICAL THERAPY 
 Board Meeting Minutes 

Professional Licensing Boards 
237 Coliseum Drive, Macon, GA 

November 18, 2014 * 9:00AM 

 
The Georgia State Board of Physical Therapy met on Tuesday, November 18, 2014. The following members were 
present: 
 
Board Members Present    Administrative Staff Present 
Bo Hamil, PT- President     Adrienne Price, Executive Director 
Dorothy Gaskin, PT    Tamara Elliott, Board Support Specialist   
Chad Whitefield, PTA     Wanda Jaffe, Licensing Supervisor 
Emily Garner, PT    
Stefanie Palma, PT     Attorney General’s Office 
Jesse Crews, Consumer Member   D. Williams-McNeely, Assistant Attorney General 
Reid Lawson, PT  
Monty Strickland, PT (via teleconference)     
       
Visitors Present  
Luis Rivers 
Scott Jones 
Mitchell McKenze 
Terri Burner, DPT 
Skye Camp, PT 
Amie M. Talcott, PT 
Laurri Wallace, PT 
Katherine Sylvester, PT  
Kyle Johanson, SPTA 
Matt Payne, SPTA 
Cody Baggett. SPTA 
Diana Carman, PT 
Joe Donnelly, PT, DHS, OCS – Physical Therapy Association of Georgia   
Barry McLeod-Hughes 
Done Benton, PT 
Sandra Eskew Capps, PT      
 
 
Mr. Hamil established that a quorum was present and called the meeting to order at 9:06 a.m. 
 

OPEN SESSION 
 

Public Rules Hearing - BR 490-4-.02 Continuing Competence Requirements 
 

SYNOPSIS OF PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE GEORGIA STATE BOARD OF PHYSICAL THERAPY 
RULE FOR CHAPTER 490-4, CONTINUING COMPETENCE REQUIREMENTS, RULE 490-4-.02. 

 
Purpose:  The purpose of this rule amendment is to remove the Class I and Class II designations from continuing 
competency courses, clarify the continuing competency requirements and provide for the use of an online database for 
the storage and maintenance of continuing 
education hours. 
 
Main Features:  The rule will clarify how licensees may meet the continuing competency requirements, maintain a 
record of the continuing education courses and experiences through the utilization of an online database and how the 
Board will access the online database for the purpose of auditing and verifying completion of the continuing 
competency requirements. 
 

 
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE EXISTING RULE AND THE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE 
GEORGIA STATE BOARD OF PHYSICAL THERAPY RULE FOR CHAPTER 490-4, CONTINUING 

COMPETENCE REQUIREMENTS, RULE 490-4-.02. 
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[Note: underlined text is proposed to be added; lined-through text is proposed to be deleted.] 
 
 
490-4-.02    Continuing Competence Requirements 
 
(1) The Georgia State Board of Physical Therapy requires each licensed physical therapist and physical therapist 
assistant to participate in a minimum number of thirty (30) clock hours of experience per licensure period to promote 
continuing competence. The Board has defined the requirements for competence as planned learning experiences 
which the licensee can show is intended to increase their present skill level and that the content is beyond the licensees’ 
present level of knowledge and competence, which may be subject to audit by the board.  The Board recommends the 
requirements for competence as planned learning experiences which have content beyond the licensee’s present 
level of knowledge and competence which may be subject to audit by the board. Content of the experience must 
relate to patient care in physical therapy whether the subject is research, treatment, documentation, education, 
management, or some other content area. The purpose of this requirement is to assist in assuring safe and effective 
practices in the provision of physical therapy services to the citizens of Georgia. In the event that a licensee does not 
meet this requirement, the license will not be renewed. 
(a) Continuing competence requirements may be met through the mechanisms identified in the categories, Class I 
and Class II. 
(b) The thirty (30) hours of continuing competence requirements per biennium shall include 
a minimum of four (4) contact hours specifically in ethics and jurisprudence as defined in the Georgia Physical 
Therapy Act or by passage of the Georgia Jurisprudence Examination. Passage of the examination is equivalent to the 
four (4) hour requirement. 
 
(1)The following programs may be considered for approval, but are not limited to: 
(a) Programs approved by the American Physical Therapy Association and its affiliate components; or 
 

(b)  Programs approved by the Physical Therapy Association of Georgia or any other state chapters; or 
(c) Programs approved by the Federation of State boards of Physical Therapy (Procert); or 
(d)  Programs provided at CAPTE-Accredited colleges and universities with programs in 
physical therapy when the continuing competency course is held under the auspices of the school of physical therapy; 
or 
(e) Programs offered by similar professional organizations offering experiences that meet the guidelines set forth 
in paragraph one. 
(c) The total hours required biennially for continuing competence may be distributed between Class I and Class II 
activities. A maximum of 10 hours may be obtained through Class II activities. All required hours may be met 
through Class I activities. Competence credit is the clock hours spent in an activity except as noted below. Any 
Class I activity without a stated maximum number of hours may be used to accrue all required hours. 
(d) A maximum of ten (10) continuing competence credit hours will be accepted per calendar day. 
(e) Additional information pertaining to continuing competency requirements may be found on the 
Board’s current policies. 
(f) On-line/web-based classes can be Class I or Class II dependent upon course content. (f) Fifteen (15) 
hours for undergoing a peer review; or 
(g) Ten (10) hours for conducting a peer review when that activity is an adjunct responsibility and not the primary 
employment; or 
(h) Participation as a presenter for continuing education courses, workshops, seminars or symposia which have been 
approved by the approved list above; Continuing competence credit is based on contact hours and may not exceed 
10 hours per topic; 
(i) Authorship of a presented scientific poster, scientific platform presentation or published article; Continuing 
competence credit is 10 hours per even and may not exceed 20 hours; 
(j) Teaching a physical therapist or physical therapist assistant credit course when that teaching is an adjunct 
responsibility and not the primary employment; Continuing competence credit is 
based on contact hours not to exceed 20 hours; 
(k) Certification of clinical specialization by the American Board of Physical therapy Specialties. Continuing 
competence credit is 30 hours and is recognized only in the biennium in which certification or recertifcation is 
awarded. 
The following programs may be considered for Class II approval (limited to 10 hours): (l) Self – instruction 
from reading professional literature; Continuing competence credit is limited to a maximum of five (5) hours 
three (3) hours; or 
(m) Attendance at a scientific poster session, lecture, panel, symposium or university course that does not meet the 
criteria for Class I; Continuing competence credit is one hour per contact hour of activity; or 
(n) Acting as a clinical education instructor for an accredited physical therapist or physical therapist assistant 
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educational program; Continuing competence credit is one (1) hour per eight (8) contact hours with a maximum 
credit of 10 hours; or 
(o) Acting as a clinical instructor or an intern for a formal, nonacademic, advanced clinical internship or as a 
mentor or a learner for a formal, nonacademic mentorship with a maximum credit of 10 hours. 
(p) Donating time in the role of a Physical Therapist or Physical Therapist Assistant, within the scope of practice, 
to a charity event; Continuing competence credit is one (1) hour per eight (8) contact hours, limited to a maximum 
of five (5) hours;  

(q) Reference Policy 13 
(r) Post professional physical therapist educational programs that award academic credit are counted as one (1) 
university credit hour equaling ten (10) continuing competence hours. For example, a two (2) credit hour course in 
which a passing grade is achieved would equal twenty (20) continuing competence hours. 
(2) Class I and Class II acceptable continuing competence credit shall be awarded to programs sponsored by 
Continuing Competence providers as noted in the board by policy, provided that the content is beyond the licensee’s 
present level of knowledge and competence which may be subject to audit by the Board. 
(3) (2) Unacceptable activities for continuing competence include, but are not limited to: (a) Orientation and 
in-service programs; 
(b) Meetings for purposes of policy decisions; 
(c) Non-educational meeting at annual association, chapter or organization meetings; (d) Entertainment or 
recreational meeting or activities; 
(e) Committee meetings, holdings of offices, serving as an organization delegate; (f) Visiting exhibits; 
(g) CPR. 
(4) (3) Continuing competence requirements shall apply within the first biennium that a physical therapist/physical 
therapist assistant is licensed in Georgia. However, licensees who have graduated during the current renewal biennium 
and who have passed the National Physical Therapy Examination are exempt from the continuing competence 
requirement during the biennium in which they have graduated and successfully passed the exam. 
(4) Beginning the January 1, 2014 through December 31, 2016 biennium and thereafter, persons licensed to practice as 
a physical therapist or a physical therapy assistant or who shall file an application to practice as such in this state are to 
maintain a record of completed continuing education courses and experiences by registering with an online recording 
and reporting system approved by the Board. 
(a)For the purposes of this requirement, the Georgia State Board of Physical Therapy adopts the utilization of 
aPTitude offered by the Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy (FSBPT). (b)Licensees and applicants shall 
incur no additional costs from the FSBPT for this service.  
(c) Every licensee or applicant subject to the rules of the Georgia State Board of Physical Therapy shall be deemed to 
have given such person’s consent to the Board and it’s representatives to access their continuing competence record 
retained within the online database for the purposes of auditing and verifying completion of the Board’s continuing 
competency requirements.  Such person waives all objections to the admissibility of the record in any proceedings or 
hearings before the board. 
(5) Individuals licensed during the last six (6) months of a biennium renewal period will not be required to meet 
continuing competence requirements for that biennium. 
(6) Individuals who have been reinstated within the last six (6) months of a biennium renewal period may use the 
continuing competence coursework used for reinstatement, thereby making them exempt from the requirement for 
that biennium renewal period. 
(7) Those licensees selected for audit shall submit the Verification of Continuing Competence form and 
documentation of compliance upon receipt of notice. Acceptable documentation shall include: 
(a) An official program or outline of the course attended or taught or a copy of the publication 

which clearly shows that the objectives and content were related to patient care in physical therapy and shows the 
number of contact hours, as appropriate. The information also should clearly identify the licensee's responsibility 
in teaching or authorship; and 
(b) A certificate or verification of completion of home study which identifies the sponsoring entity or maintain a 
copy of the final grade report in the case of a University credit course(s), or specialization certificate, or proof of 
attendance with a copy of the program for the other acceptable activities, or documentation of self-instruction or 
reading professional literature; or (c) Verification of a peer review of practice with verification of acceptable practice 
by a recognized entity. An example of a recognized entity is the American Physical Therapy Association Board 
Policy (See APTA Policy G03-05-15-40). 
(8) Responsibilities of the Licensee: 
(a) To maintain the documents identified in number (4) above for no less than three (3) years from the beginning 
date of the licensure period. These records should be maintained in the licensee’s personal files for no less than 
three (3) years from the 
beginning date of the licensure period through the even numbered year after the license is renewed. 
(b) To submit a properly completed and notarize d “Verification of Competence 
Education” form to the Georgia State Board of Physical Therapy, if audited. 
(c) To complete all steps necessary to meet the re-licensure requirements on or before 
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December 31st of the odd numbered years. 
(d) To provide the Board with information requested during an audit. 
(e) To keep a current mailing address on file with the Licensing Board Office at all times. 
 
 
Authority: O.C.G.A. §§ 43-1-24, 43-1-25, 43-33-10, 43-33-11and 43-33-16. History. Original Rule entitled 
"Revocation, Refusal to Renew" was filed and effective on June 30, 1965. Amended: Rule repealed and a new Rule of 
the same title adopted. Filed April 20, 1973; effective May 10, 1973. Amended: Rule repealed and a new Rule entitled 
"Disciplinary Sanctions" adopted. Filed December 15, 1982; effective January 4, 1983. Amended: Rule repealed and a 
new Rule of the same title adopted. Filed February 4, 1985; effective February 24, 
1985. Amended: Filed February 28, 1986; effective March 20, 1986. Amended: Rule renumbered as Rule 490-4-
.03 and a new Rule entitled "Continuing Education Requirements" adopted. Filed January 28, 1987; effective 
February 17, 1987. Amended: Filed June 26, 1987; effective July 16, 1987. Repealed: New Rule of same title 
adopted. F. Mar. 22, 1989; eff. Apr. 
11, 1989. Amended: F. Aug. 24, 1989; eff. Sept. 13, 1989. Repealed: New Rule of same title adopted. F. Jul. 22, 
1999; eff. Aug. 11, 1999. Amended: F. May 9, 2000; eff. May 29, 2000. Amended: F. May 19, 2004; eff. June 8, 
2004. Repealed: New Rule of same title adopted. F. June 22, 2007; eff. July 12, 2007. Repealed: New Rule of the 
same title adopted. F. May 12, 
2010; eff. June 1, 2010. Amended: F. May 17,  2011; eff. June 6, 2011. Repealed: New Rule of same title adopted. F. 
May 25, 2012; eff. Jun. 14, 2012. Amended: F. May 23, 2013; eff. Jun. 12, 2013. 
 
Board Rule 490-4-.02 Written Comments were submitted by the following individuals: 
1. Joseph M. Donnelly, PT, DHS, OCS 
2. Sandra Eskew Capps, PT 
 
Board Rule 490-4-.02 Public Comments were received from the following individuals: 
3. Joseph M. Donnelly, PT, DHS, OCS 
4. Sandra Eskew Capps, PT 
5. Diana Carman, PT 
6. Terri Burner, DPT 
 
Board Rule 490-4-.02 Decision  
Ms. Gaskin motioned, Dr. Palma seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion to adopt Board 
Rule 490-4-.02 proposed amendment as presented with grammatical changes.  
 
Mr. Whitfield motioned, Mr. Crews seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion that the 
formulation and adoption of this rule does not impose excessive regulatory cost on any licensee and any cost to comply 
with the proposed rule cannot be reduced by a less expensive alternative. 
 
 
Public Rules Hearing - BR 490-5-.01 Responsibility of the Licensed Physical Therapist in Supervision and 
Direction of the Physical Therapy Assistant  

 Public Comment – David W. M. Taylor, PT 
 

SYNOPSIS OF PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE GEORGIA STATE BOARD OF PHYSICAL THERAPY 
RULE FOR CHAPTER 490-5, SUPERVISION AND DIRECTION OF PHYSICAL THERAPY ASSISTANT, 

RULE 490-5-.01, RESPONSIBILITY OF THE LICENSED PHYSICAL THERAPIST IN SUPERVISION AND 
DIRECTION OF THE PHYSICAL THERAPY ASSISTANT.  

                          
Purpose:  The purpose of this rule amendment is to change the amount of supervision of a physical therapy assistant in 
“the same institutional setting”, change the number of “on-site visits with each student schedule for direct weekly 
services” in a school setting and to eliminate the requirement that the physical therapist make an “on-site visit to each 
patient being treated by the assistant” on at least every sixth visit.  

 
Main Features:  Allows for the licensed physical therapist to be present for only 25% of the work week and allows for 
on-site visits for each student to increase from every sixth visit to on-site visits no less than two months. 

 
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE EXISTING RULE AND THE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE 

GEORGIA STATE BOARD OF PHYSICAL THERAPY RULE FOR CHAPTER 490-5, SUPERVISION AND 
DIRECTION OF PHYSICAL THERAPY ASSISTANT, RULE 490-5-.01, RESPONSIBILITY OF THE 

LICENSED PHYSICAL THERAPIST IN SUPERVISION AND DIRECTION OF THE PHYSICAL THERAPY 
ASSISTANT. 

 



 5

 [Note: underlined text is proposed to be added; lined-through text is proposed to be deleted.] 
 
490-5-.01 Responsibility of the Licensed Physical Therapist in Supervision and Di recti on of the Physical Therapy 
Assistant. Amended. 
 
(1) A licensed physical therapist shall at all times be responsible for providing adequate supervision of the assistant 
supervised by him, as define d in Rule 490- 5-.02. 
(2) The licensed physical therapist shall be present in the same institutional setting, as 
defined in paragraph (3) of this section, 50 25 percent of any work week, Monday through Friday, or portion thereof 
that the assistant is on duty, and shall be readily available to the assistant at all other times, including weekend 
coverage, for advice, assistance and instruction. 
(3) "Institutional setting" means any nursing home, acute hospital, convalescent hospital, rehabilitation center, other in- 
patient facility by any other name and out- patient clinic  which would include private off ice. 
(4) The licensed physical therapist in the home health setting responsible for the patient shall supervise the physical 
therapist assistant working with the patient and shall: 
(a) perform the initial patient evaluation to establish a physical therapy diagnosis , 
treatment goals , frequency, duration, and plan of care; 
(b) meet with the assistant no less than once weekly to review all patients being treated; (c) document all meetings with 
the assistant and subsequent decisions; 
(d) make an on-s it visit to each patient being treated by the assistant as appropriate based on the need to alter the 
treatment plan and no less than every sixth visit; 
(e) document the on-site visit, changes in the treatment plan, and communication to the assistant; 
(f) (d) be available to the assistant at all times for advice, assistance, and instructions. 
(5) A licensed physical therapist shall be designated as the physical therapist assistant's 
supervisor in the school setting and shall: 
(a) perform all physical therapy evaluations to develop or amend physical therapy interventions stated on the student's 
Individual Educational Plan (IEP) for the purpose of 
assisting with the achievement of educational goals and objective s, including frequency 
and duration of physical therapy services. 
(b) make an on-site visit to each student scheduled for direct weekly services from the physical therapist assistant no 
less than every fourth scheduled week two (2) months, and no less than once every three five (5) months for students 
who are scheduled with the physical therapist assistant once monthly or less. The on-site visit shall include , but not be 
limited to, a case review , reassessment of the program and physical therapy services and review of documentation pre 
pared by the physical therapist assistant. 
(c) document the on-site visit including status of case(s), program or services status or 
change and indicate instructions given to the physical therapist assistant. 
(d) interact with the physical therapist assistant in appropriate ways specific to the goals and objectives stated in the IEP 
of the student who is scheduled for sessions with the 
physical therapist assistant. 
(e) be available to the physical therapist assistant at all times for advice, assistance and instructions. 
 
Authority: O.C.G.A. §§ 43-1-25, 43-33-3 and 43-33-10 
 
Board Rule 490-5-.01  Written Comments were submitted by the following individuals:  
1. David W. M. Taylor, PT 

 
Board Rule 490-5-.01 Public Comments were received from the following individuals: 
1. Joseph M. Donnelly, PT, DHS, OCS 
2. Barry McLeod-Hughes 
3. Sandra Eskew Capps, PT 
4. Diana Carman, PT 
 
Mr. Strickland was excused from the hearing at 10:05AM. 
 
Board Rule 490-5-.01 Decision 
Mr. Whitfield motioned, Ms. Gaskin seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion to adopt Board 
Rule 490-5-.01 proposed amendment as presented with grammatical changes.  
 
Mr. Whitfield motioned, Ms. Garner seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion that the 
formulation and adoption of this rule does not impose excessive regulatory cost on any licensee and any cost to comply 
with the proposed rule cannot be reduced by a less expensive alternative. 
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The hearings were adjourned at 11:30 AM. 
11:45 A.M Heidi Herbst-Paakkonen - FSBPT Presentation 
Ms. Herbst-Paakknonen provided a presentation via WebEx to the members of the Board and guests regarding the 
Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy (FSBPT) Jurisprudence Assessment Module (JAM) which is an online 
option to the jurisprudence exam. Ms. Gaskin motioned, Ms. Garner seconded and the Board voted unanimously in 
favor of the motion to refer the information to the Special Projects Committee to research the cost for 
licensees/applicants to take the jurisprudence examination at the testing centers and make a recommendation to the 
Board regarding whether or not the Board should offer JAM as an option. 
 
Open Session Minutes September 16, 2014 Board Meeting 
Ms. Garner motioned, Dr. Palma seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion to approve the 
September 16, 2014 open session minutes as presented.  

 
Licenses to Ratify  September 10, 2014 – November 10, 2014 
Ms. Garner motioned, Dr. Palma seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion to ratify the list of 
licenses issued in accordance with Board rules and policies from September 10, 2014 to November 10, 2014. 

 
Correspondence from Aby Varughese – FSBPT Updated Criteria for Using a CWT 
Mr. Lawson motioned, Ms. Garner seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion to refer the 
discussion regarding the updated criteria for the FSBPT Course Work Tool to the Special Projects Committee to 
compare them with the current requirements and be prepared to discuss the topic at the next Board meeting. 
 
Correspondence Christopher Covert – Fellowship Training 
Ms. Garner motioned, Dr. Palma seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion to approve the 
fellowship.  
 
Correspondence from Daniel Colombini –PT-PTA Supervision Requirements  
Dr. Palma motioned, Mr. Crews seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion to send a no legal 
advice letter and refer Mr. Colombini to the supervision rules.  
 
Correspondence from Emily Tse – International Education Research Foundation (IERF) 
Ms. Garner motioned, Mr. Whitfield seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion to table review 
of the correspondence in reference to International Education Research Foundation and refer it to the Special Projects 
Committee and be prepared to discuss the topic the next Board meeting. 

 
Correspondence from Joanne Slater – Update PhysicalTherapy.com  
The Board accepts the correspondence from PhysicalTherapy.com updates as information. 
 
Correspondence from Patrick Page – Application Questions 
Mr. Crews motioned, Ms. Gaskin seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion to submit a 
response with the conclusion of the legal advice presented.  
 
Correspondence from Tommy Williamson – PT Code of Ethics & Fee Splitting 
Ms. Garner motioned, Mr. Crews seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion to table 
correspondence in reference to PT code of Ethic and fee splitting and refers it to Special Projects and a discussion to be 
held at the next Board meeting.  
 
Correspondence from Tracy Collins – Compliant on Board Response to PT Scope of Practice in Nutrition 
Dr. Palma motioned, Ms. Garner seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion to accept the 
correspondence as information.  
 
Discussion: BR 490-2-.03(b)(c) – Proof of Licensure 
Dr. Palma motioned, Ms. Garner seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion to refer Board Rule 
490-2-.03(b)(c) to the Rules Committee to review other documentation which may be used to represent acceptable proof 
of licensure/certification/registration in good standing from jurisdictions which do not issue these documents.  
 
Discussion:  BR 490-2-.09 - Licensure: Endorsement 
Ms. Garner motioned, Dr. Palma seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion to refer Board Rule 
490-2-.09 to the Rules Committee to include language regarding continuing education requirements and verification of 
work experience for endorsement applicants. 
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Discussion: FSBPT Call for Comments Telehealth Policy 
Dr. Palma motioned, Ms. Gaskin seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion to submit a copy of 
the Telehealth policy to FSBPT in response to their Call for Comments on the subject.  
 
Discussion: FSBPT New Guidelines for CWT 
Ms. Garner motioned, Ms. Gaskin seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion to refer FSBPT 
Guidelines for the Course Work Tool (CWT) to the Special Projects Committee to review in comparison to the Board’s 
current requirements for discussion during the next meeting.  
 
Discussion: INPTRA Webcast – Regulation around the Globe 
The Board accepts the correspondence in reference to regulation around the globe as information. 
 
Rule Waiver Variance: Isha Sharma Gyawali 
Dr. Palma motioned, Mr. Lawson seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion to deny the petition 
for variance of PTA education requirement due to insufficient evidence of a substantiate a hardship.  
 
Rule Waiver Request: Corrie Lenn Mangan 
Ms. Garner motioned, Dr. Palma seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion to deny the petition 
for waiver of Board Rule 490-4-.02 due to no substantial hardship. 

 
Rule Waiver Request: Deepak Chouti 
Mrs. Garner motioned, Dr. Palma seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion to grant the 
petition for waiver of Board Rule 490-2-.03.  
 
Rule Waiver Request: Gayathri Duraipandian 
Dr. Palma motioned, Ms. Gaskin seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion to grant the petition 
for waiver of Board Rule 490-2-.03 (1)(g).   
 
Rule Waiver Request: Oyinkansola I. Akinmade 
Mr. Lawson motioned, Dr. Palma seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion to deny the petition 
for waiver of Board Rule 490-2-.03(1)(g) due to insufficient evidence of a substantial hardship.    

 
Rule Waiver Request: Pieter Laurus de Smidt - TOEFL 
Mr. Whitfield motioned, Ms. Garner seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion to deny the 
petition for waiver of TOEFL requirement for foreign trained physical therapists due to insufficient evidence of a 
substantial hardship.    
 
Rule Waiver Request: Pieter Laurus de Smidt - Traineeship 
Ms. Gaskin motioned, Ms. Garner seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion to deny the 
petition for waiver of Board Rule 490-2-.03 and 490-2-.04 due to insufficient evidence of a substantial hardship.    
 
Rule Waiver Request: Pushpalatha Beeramu 
Mrs. Gaskin motioned, Dr. Palma seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion to grant the 
petition for waiver of Board Rule 490-2-.03 (1)(g).   

 
Rule Waiver Request: Rituraj Singh Panwar 
Mr. Lawson motioned, Ms. Gaskin seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion to deny the 
petition for waiver of Board Rule 490-2-.03(1)(g) due to insufficient practice experience and/or evidence of a 
substantial hardship.    

 
Rule Waiver Request: Shirin Amirali Ratani 
Dr. Palma motioned, Ms. Gaskin seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion to grant the petition 
for waiver of Board Rule 490-2-.03 (1)(a) and Board Rule 490-2-.03 (1)(g) effective 11/21/2014. 

 
Rule Waiver Request: Victor Leland Epperson 
Dr. Palma motioned, Ms. Gaskin seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion to deny the petition 
for waiver of Board Rule 490-2-.09 as completion of a PT/PTA program or a credential evaluation deemed substantially 
equivalent of the professional degree is a statutory requirement codified in O.C.G.A. § 43-33-13 and O.C.G.A. § 43-33-
15 and may not be waived. 
 
Mr. Crews excused himself from the meeting at 12:00PM 
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Special Projects Committee The Board accepts the November 6, 2014 Special Project Committee 
recommendations and minutes as presented.  
 
1. 490-5-.01 PTA Supervision Requirements  The Special Project Committee motioned, Ms. Garner  

seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor of 
the motion to refer BR 490-5-.01 as amended to the 
Attorney General’s Office for memorandum of authority 
and if no objections, vote to post. 
 

2. 490-9-.02 Principles of Conduct for Physical Therapist The Special Project Committee motioned, Ms. Gaskin  
  seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor of 

the motion to refer BR 490-9-.02 as amended to the 
Attorney General’s Office for memorandum of authority 
and if no objections, vote to post.  

 
3. 490-9-.03 Principles of Conduct for Physical Therapist Assistants The Special Project Committee motioned, Ms.  

 Garner seconded and the Board voted 
unanimously in favor of the motion to refer BR 
490-9-.03 as amended to the Attorney General’s 
Office for memorandum of authority and if no 
objections, vote to post.  

4.     Policy #6 –  Reinstatement                                   The Special Projects Committee motioned, Mr. Lawson seconded  
and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion to amend 
Policy #6 as follows:  All licensees who fail to renew their license 
by the established deadline are placed in “lapsed” status and must 
apply to reinstate his/her license. Upon discovering that a 
reinstatement applicant has practiced without a current license, 
reinstatement may be considered upon the issuance and docketing 
of a Public Consent Agreement or Public Reprimand to including 
but not limited to the following:  
(A) A $25 fine for each day of unlicensed practice; 
(B) Must take & pass the Jurisprudence exam within 6 

months of the docket date of the consent agreement or 
reprimand; 

(C) Must report period of unlicensed practice to employer; 
(D) Must report the period of unlicensed practice to third  

party payers that were billed for services. 
 

Rules Committee The Board accepts the November 13, 2014 Rules Committee recommendation and minutes  
 as presented. 
 
1. 490-9-.02 Principles of Conduce for  Physical Therapists The Rules Committee motioned, Ms. Garner  

seconded and the Board voted unanimously in 
favor of the motion to refer BR 490-9-.02 as 
amended to the Attorney General’s Office for 
memorandum of authority and if no objections, 
vote to post. 
 

2.     Policy #13 – Georgia Jurisprudence The Rules Committee motioned, Mr. Lawson seconded and the Board  
voted unanimously in favor of the motion to amend Policy #13 as follows:  
A The Board-approved Georgia Jurisprudence Continuing Competency  

   Course must include a review of the Georgia General Provisions (Title 43  
Chapter 1, specifically 43-1-9 and 43-1-19 through 43-1-27), Georgia 
Physical Therapy Practice Act (Title 43 Chapter 33), Board Rules (Chapter 
490), Board Policies and a general review of the Board’s web-site 
www.sos.ga.gov/plb/pt to include the FAQ’s. A review of the 
Jurisprudence exam will occur when the laws and rules change. The 
requirement of (4) contact hours in Ethics & Jurisprudence can be met 
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through coursework or by completion of the Georgia Jurisprudence Exam 
offered by FSBPT. 

Board Chairperson Report 
Mr. Hamil provided an oral report regarding the FSBPT Annual Meeting and what he states appears to be a proactive 
approach to scope of practice concerns as it relates to telehealth, dry needling, how the affordable care act affects the 
approach to care and legislative initiatives towards mandatory criminal background checks and fingerprinting 
legislation.  It was the consensus of the Board that it would benefit the profession to require criminal background checks 
on all licensees.  The topic was referred to the Special Projects Committee to research the steps necessary to implement 
this legislative change and develop language to include in the statute for such a proposition.     
 
Executive Director Report 
Executive Director’s report presented the Board with statistical data relevant to the processing of applications and 
complaints/compliance. The Board accepts the report as presented. 
 
Miscellaneous 
Board Rule 490-5-.02  Mr. Lawson motioned, Ms. Garner seconded and the Board voted unanimously  
    in favor of the motion to refer BR 490-5-.02 back to the rules committee to further  
 define the PTs responsibility to the PTAs   
 
2015 Board Meeting Dates  Dr. Palma motioned, Ms. Gaskin seconded and the Board voted unanimously in  
 favor of the motion to accept the 2015 Board meeting dates as presented. 
 
2015 Board Elections   Ms. Gaskin motioned, Mr. Lawson seconded and the Board voted unanimously in  
    favor of the motion to accept the 2015 Board Member Elections as presented.  
1. President   George “Bo” Hamil 
2. Vice President  Stefanie Palma 
3. Cognizant    Chad Whitefield   
4. Applications   Emily Garner  
5. Special Projects Committee Stefanie Palma, Jesse Crews, George “Bo” Hamil 
6. Rules Committee  Dorothy Gaskin, Monty Strickland, Reid Lawson 
 
Ms. Garner made the motion, Dr. Palma seconded and the Board voted to enter into Executive Session in 
accordance with O.C.G.A. §43-1-19(h)(2) and §43-1-2(k) to deliberate and to receive information on applications, 
investigative reports and the Assistant Attorney General’s report. Voting in favor of the motion were Bo Hamil, 
Reid Lawson, Stefanie Palma, Dorothy Gaskin, Chad Whitefield, Emily Garner. 
 
At the conclusion of Executive Session on Tuesday, November 18, 2014 Mr. Hamil declared the meeting to be 
“open” pursuant to the Open and Public Meeting Act O.C.G.A. § 50-14-1 et seq.  No votes were obtained during 
Executive Session.  

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
Executive Minutes September 16, 2014 Board Meeting 
Ms. Garner motioned, Mr. Lawson seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion to approve the 
September 16, 2014 executive session minutes as presented.  
 
Attorney General’s Report- D. Williams-McNeely 
Mr. Garner motioned, Dr. Palma seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion to accept the 
Attorney General’s report as presented. 
1. R.L.   Ms. Garner motioned, Dr. Palma seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the  
 motion to uphold previous motion 
2. BR 490-2-.09 Ms. Garner motioned, Dr. Palma seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the  

 motion to refer BR490-2-.09 back to the Rules committee to include language regarding 
continuing education requirements for endorsement applicants. 

 
Applications 
1. D.S.B. Ms. Garner motioned, Mr. Lawson seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion  
 to uphold the previous motion to deny. 
2. S.A.F. Ms. Garner motioned, Ms. Gaskin seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion  
 issue license with letter of concern regarding criminal history 
3. E.M.G. Mr. Lawson motioned, Ms. Garner seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion  
 to issue license with letter of concern regarding sexual aggressiveness 
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4. D.L.H. Ms. Garner motioned, Mr. Lawson seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion  
to table for further review of the final disposition of the criminal case and proof of successful 
completion of anger management courses. 

5. D.M.K. Dr. Palma motioned, Ms. Garner seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion to  
 recommend applicant return to school to audit or take courses in cardio pulmonary, integumentary, 
musculoskeletal and neuromuscular systems, non-systems domains and interventions. 

6. C.D.P. Dr. Palma motioned, Mr. Lawson seconded and the Board voted unanimously to deny; applicant my  
 reapply after final adjudication of criminal case. 
7. L.R.  Ms. Garner motioned, Mr. Lawson seconded and the Board voted unanimously to schedule an  

applicant interview and request the applicant to bring a completed endorsement application, a letter of 
explanation and proof of continuing education. 
 

Cognizant’s Report – Chad Whitefield 
Dr. Palma motioned, Mr. Lawson seconded and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion to accept the 
Cognizant’s verbal report as presented. 
 
With no additional business to be discussed, the meeting was adjourned at 3:30pm. 
 
Minutes recorded by:   Tamara Elliott, Board Support Specialist 
Minutes reviewed and edited by:  Wanda Jaffe, Licensing Supervisor & Adrienne Price, Executive Director 
Minutes approved on:    January 27, 2015 
 
BO HAMIL      ADRIENNE PRICE   
BOARD PRESIDENT    EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 


