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NOTE FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
As this year progresses, the Georgia Profes- 

sional Engineers & Land Surveyors (PELS) 

Board has worked hard to maintain our 

professions at the highest levels. Not only 

do we review applications for the FE and 

PE exams, comity applications and investi- 

gate disciplinary actions brought to the 

Board. We are reviewing some of the Board 

Rules that may need to be updated or mod- 

ified. If the Board feels that an existing 
Rule should be modified, that Rule will be 
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posted for public comment and if needed there will be a public hearing prior to 
the Board approving the modified Rule. 

The Board is presently reviewing and will make recommended changes to two 

Board Rules: Board Rule 180-3-.02 – Experience; and Board Rule 180-6-.03 – 

Rules of Practice. For Board Rule 180-3-.02 – Experience, the Board is review- 

ing how experience is gained by an applicant and is defining Direct Supervision. 

For Board Rule 180-6-.03 – Rules of Practice, the Board is reviewing Direct 

Supervisory Control to help clarify how this is to be provided by a Licensed Pro- 

fessional Engineer or Licensed Land Surveyor. We are hoping to have the Rules 

posted for public comment by the end of this year or early 2017. 

The Board is reviewing the Structural PE versus the Structural SE issue that has 

been adopted by several states and NCEES. This issue revolves around defining 

Designated Structures which would require a Structural Engineer to take the 16 

Hour Structural Exam or if the Engineer decides to take the 8 Hour Civil/ 

Structural Exam, then what types of projects the Structural Engineer will be 

allowed to seal. The new Rule will be posted on our website for public comment 

and review. 
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NOTE FROM THE CHAIRMAN (continued) 

In my review of our Rules and Laws, it occurred to me that, we as Professional 

Engineers and Land Surveyors are required to have read and understand the 

Laws and Rules of Practice that affect our practice of Engineering or Land Sur- 

veying. This appears several times in Title 43 – Professions and Businesses 

Chapter 15 Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors. As per the start of the 

Law, 43-15-1 Purpose of Chapter reads “This chapter is enacted to safeguard 

life, health, and property and to promote the public welfare.”  I find this sen- 

tence very important in the practice of Engineering and Land Surveying and 

hope all Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors licensed in Georgia will 

take this charge very seriously and uphold this in everything we do. One area 

the Board does need each Licensee’s help is in identifying persons, both li- 

censed and unlicensed, who do not abide by our Laws and Board Rules. We all 

should strive to maintain the highest level of professionalism in our State for 

Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors. 

If you have any comments or questions, please contact me. 
 
 
 

 
We all should strive to maintain the highest level of professionalism in 

our State for Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors. 
 
 

STATS 
Licenses Issued 

 
February 2016 - August 2016 

 
 Professional Engineer — 525 

 Engineer Firm — 79 

 Engineer In-Training — 198 

 Land Surveyor — 10 

 Land Surveyor Firm —12 

 Land Surveyor In-Training — 2 

BOARD LAW, RULES & POLICY 
Since 2011, the PELS Board has required all applicants with structural engi- 

neering background applying for licensure, either by comity or by exam, to take 

the 16-hour Structural Engineering Exam. Over the last year, the PELS Board 

has had much discussion regarding this requirement, as well as the national 

movement to recognize structural engineers in their own designation, the PE, 

SE designation. There are two groups in particular that are currently impacted 

by these issues: 

1. Structural engineers applying to take the Civil Engineering Exam 

2. Civil engineering applicants for comity, who have a structural engi- 

neering focus, but have not taken the 16-hour Structural Engineering 

Exam 

There have been appeals to the PELS Board on the review of some of these ap- 

plications, while at the same time there has been legislation introduced to the 

Georgia General Assembly to formally create the PE, SE designation. In addi- 

tion, there has also been healthy discussion on what structures should require a 

designated structural engineer to design due to a concern for human safety. 

A subcommittee was formed on the PELS Board, consisting of civil engineering 

representatives and the structural engineering representative. Meetings were 

conducted with stakeholders to seek input for a potential Board rule to provide 

clarity on the subject. Discussions with SEAOG, ACEC, GSPE, GDOT, and the 
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BOARD LAW, RULES & POLICY (continued) 

PELS Board members created a healthy dialog with many different perspec- 

tives, and this dialog resulted in a new draft rule. 

The draft rule provides a definition for a “designated structure,” in order to 

provide clarity for those who are practicing or desire to practice structural engi- 

neering. The definition is broken down into the categories of buildings and 

transportation structures. Comity applicants with experience designing 

“designated structures,” and who took the Professional Engineering exam after 

2011 will be required to pass the 16-hour Structural Engineering exam if they 

have not already done so. PE applicants by examination, whose experience 

reflects design of “designated structures,” will be required to take the 16-hour 

Structural Engineering exam. The goal of defining “designated structures” was 

to provide clarity to those applicants as to what examination / licensure should 

be taken / obtained. 

Many states already have a Structural Engineering designation defined in law, 

and the effort has already begun in Georgia. The PELS Board believes that re- 

gardless of the potential success of the legislation that statutorily creates the SE 

designation in Georgia, this proposed rule provides clarity for the PELS Board, 

the Secretary of State staff that support the PELS Board, and most importantly 

the applicants (both comity and examination) in the civil and structural engi- 

neering fields. 

 

GEORGIA LAW, RULES & POLICY 
The Uniform Codes Act became effective in Georgia in 1991. This Act was re- 
vised in 2004 making the following construction codes mandatory as the Geor- 
gia State Minimum Standard Codes. These are the Code Editions in effect as of 
January 1, 2016 with all adopted Georgia Amendments. Local jurisdictions may 

also supplement these minimum codes to be enforceable within a specific local 
jurisdiction. 

 International Building Code 2012 Edition 

 International Residential Code 2012 Edition 

 International Plumbing Code 2012 Edition 

 International Mechanical Code 2012 Edition 

 International Fuel Gas Code 2012 Edition 

 International Energy Conservation Code 2009 Edition 

 International Fire Code 2012 Edition 

 National Electrical Code 2014 Edition 

The provisions of the Georgia State Minimum Standard Building Codes apply to 

the construction, alteration, equipment, maintenance, and demolition of every 
building or structure, or any appurtenances connected or attached to such 
building or structures, with any noted exceptions. 

Design professionals such as architects and engineers in diverse technical fields 

perform services to implement studies, building assessments, and seal design 

documents for building construction. In addition to code application for design, 
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William Womack, PE Dan Davis, PE 
Board Chair Vice Chair 
(Electrical) (Civil) 

Mark E. Chastain, LS  Russ Pennington, PE 
(Survey) (Civil) 

Elmo A. Richardson, Darien Sykes, PE 
PE, LS (Structural) 

(Survey) 

Neil Wyche, PE Taylor P. Wright, PE 
(Mechanical) (Civil) 

Julianne Busbee Darren Mickler 
Consumer Member Executive Director 



Page | 4 

 

 
GEORGIA LAW, RULES & POLICY (continued) 

these services quite often require physical observations and inspections which 

can occur prior to and during a construction project. The O.C.G.A. §43-15-2 

defines the practice of professional engineering. The Georgia PELS Board also 

adopts policy statements related to these statutes. The Board has previously 

adopted policy 05-01 related to building inspections and code compliance, 

reading as follows: 

05-01 Providing property conditions assessments (PAC), inspection reports or 

any other reports concerning the conditions, adequacy, safe or unsafe condi- 

tions, compliance with plans and/or codes of any commercial structures for a 

client is considered by this Board as the practice of engineering as defined in 

Georgia law section 43-15-2 and persons not registered as professional engi- 

neers in the State of Georgia shall be prohibited from performing or offering 

to perform such services. (effective 6/2/05) 

 
 

 
MEMBER HIGHLIGHT 

 

Darien Sykes was appointed to the 

Georgia PELS Board in 2014. His 

Board appointment represents the 

structural engineering discipline. 

Darien attended Purdue University, 

where he received a Bachelor of Sci- 

ence in Civil Engineering. After grad- 

uating from Purdue, Darien worked 

for Delon Hampton and Associates. 

After moving to Atlanta, Darien 

earned a Master’s Degree in Structur- 

al Engineering from the Georgia In- 

stitute of Technology (1997). Darien 

joined Walter P Moore and Associ- 

ates, where he worked for his person- 

al mentor, Ray Messer. 

In 2001, Darien decided to pursue his 

dream of owning his own firm. Since 

that time, Sykes Consulting, Inc. has 

become one of the most respected 

structural engineering firms in Geor- 

gia, specializing in commercial, gov- 

ernmental, education, parking, sports 

and aviation markets. Signature pro- 

jects for the firm include structural 

design of the College Football Hall of 

Fame, the Atlanta Mercedes Benz 

Stadium, the New World of Coca Co- 

la, and the MLK Natatorium. 

 

 
 

Darien resides in Midtown Atlanta 

with his wife of 15 years, Natasha, 

and their two children: Kelsey (9 

years old); and Chase (8 years old). 

Natasha is also a graduate of the 

Georgia Institute of Technology with 

a degree in Industrial Engineering. 

Darien and his family are active 

members of Buckhead Church. In his 

free time, Darien enjoys traveling 

with his family, as well as coaching 

his children in sports including flag 

football and basketball. 

Darien Sykes , PE 

 
DID YOU KNOW? 

 
Professional Engineer 

Applicants with Foreign 

Education and/or 

Experience 

The Georgia PELS Board wel- 

comes applicants from foreign 

countries to apply for Profes- 

sional Engineer registration by 

exam and comity. However, all 

foreign education not accredited 

by the Engineering Accredita- 

tion Commission of ABET at the 

time of graduation shall be eval- 

uated by NCEES Credential 

Evaluations to receive any edu- 

cational credit. 

You do not need an evaluation if 

your degree was accredited by 

the Engineering Accreditation 

Commission of ABET at the 

time of your graduation. ABET 

also accredits some programs in 

other countries. If you are not 

sure whether your degree pro- 

gram is accredited, you can 

search for it at ABET’s website. 

If your evaluation has been 

previously accepted by the 

Board for the Fundamentals of 

Engineering examination, you 

are not required to have an 

additional evaluation. 

Applicants with engineering 

experience earned outside the 

US and territories will only be 

given credit if it is earned while 

working under the direct super- 

vision of a US-licensed Profes- 

sional Engineer. 
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GROWING SHORTAGE OF 
LAND SURVEYORS 

 

Across the nation, licensing 

boards and state societies are no- 

ticing an alarming drop in the 

number of surveyors actively en- 

gaged in the profession. NCEES 

recently commissioned a task 

force to study the “Future of Sur- 

veying,” which looks at all aspects 

including the changing scope of 

service, examination specifics, and 

future trends in the industry. 

Although mostly stating the obvi- 

ous, several facts and key observa- 

tions have come out of the task 

force. For example, since 2002, 

LSIT examination sittings are 

down nationwide by about 66%, 

and LS exam sittings are down 

about 55%. It is widely known 

that surveyors are retiring or 

passing away at a much faster rate 

than new professionals are enter- 

ing the marketplace. It is also 

widely known that the average age 

of a practicing land surveyor has 

been ticking upwards for around 

two decades. The current and 

growing shortage has been fore- 

seen for some time and has finally 

arrived. 

The growing shortage in Georgia 

is more acute, and is expected to 

reach “critical mass” sooner than 

surrounding states that have mar- 

ket situations that are more con- 

ducive for the surveying profes- 

sion. It is shocking and alarming 

that in Georgia, during the last 

two years (2014 and 2015) a total 

of only 40 new surveyors have 

been licensed. Of those, almost 

half (19) are out of state residents 

who are obtaining secondary li- 

censure in Georgia. Even more 

alarming is that only 10 individu- 

 

 
 

als have entered the pipeline to 

licensure by passing the LSIT ex- 
am during these two recent years. 
Two key differences between 

Georgia and surrounding states, 
which are related, are education 
requirements for licensure and 

typical fees for surveying services. 

The education standard topic has 

been in the forefront since the 

mid-1980s, when earnest efforts 

began to implement a mandatory 

bachelor degree 

education level for 

licensure. This ef- 
fort continued 
through efforts by 

the Surveying and 
Mapping Society of 
Georgia (SAMSOG) 

and American 
Council of Engi- 
neering Companies 

in Georgia (ACEC). 
The effort was con- 
tinually opposed by key legislators 

except the instance when it passed 

both chambers and was vetoed by 

Governor Perdue. The last piece 

of legislation proposing increased 

education requirements died in 

house committee five years ago, 

and subsequently the futile effort 

has been dropped. By compari- 

son, all of the surrounding states 

except North Carolina have enact- 

ed a bachelor degree requirement. 

North Carolina has a unique situ- 

ation which supports several asso- 

ciates degree surveying programs 

in regional technical colleges. 

NCEES has recently released sta- 

tistics for LSIT examinees. The 

pass rate for first time takers with 

a degree is 68%, as compared to 

44% for non-degree holders. The 

pass rates drop even farther for 

repeat test takers, at 39% for de- 

gree holders as compared to 21% 

for non-degree holders. 

The education requirement has a 

much deeper impact than is evi- 

dent in exam pass rates. For ex- 

ample, in Georgia a hair dresser 

has higher education require- 

ments for licensure than a land 

surveyor. The education require- 

ment in Georgia is 

an antiquated 20 

quarter hours (pre- 

dates the semester 

system) which is 

equated to four 3- 

semester hour clas- 

ses.  What this 

results in is an al- 

most total repulse 

of young adults 

from starting a pro- 

fessional career 

track in surveying. Take for ex- 

ample a bright young man or 

woman graduating high school 

with high grades in math and sci- 

ence. Presume that they are going 

to go to college, and can afford to 

do so. There is little to no incen- 
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GROWING SHORTAGE OF 
LAND SURVEYORS (continued) 

 

tive for this individual to earn a 

bachelor degree just to compete 

with someone with a high school 

diploma or possibly a GED and 

four classes. Thus, surveying in 

Georgia tends to attract applicants 

who have a much lower education 

level than is common in the 

southeast (and nationwide), and 

have a statistically much lower 

chance of ever getting licensed. 

Thankfully, some individuals have 
a passion for land surveying and 
recognize the value of education. 

The situation however has put a 
severe strain on surveying depart- 
ments at colleges and universities, 

with many being forced to shrink 
or close their programs. 

Neighboring states are not experi- 

encing as severe a shortage, and 

seem to have more individuals 

entering the profession. This is 

believed to be due at least in part 

to the fact that surveying fees are 

typically higher in other states. 

There is a wide variation in fees 

that surveyors charge — which 

could be the topic of a different 

article — but in general the fees 

for surveying in other states aver- 

age 20-75% higher than similar 

services performed in Georgia. 

Many have speculated that sur- 

veyors in other states charge rates 

that are comparable to engineers 

and architects, due at least in part 

to the similar education require- 

ments and 

liability expo- 

sure. Howev- 

er, in Georgia 

there are still 

many survey- 

ors who 

charge rates 

that are low 

enough to 

keep fees in- 

dexed to a low “floor” that holds 

fees down across most spectrums. 

This situation becomes a self- 

perpetuating problem, with low 

fees and incomes tending to force 

surveyors to work longer, while at 

the same time it discourages new 

talent from entering the profes- 

sion. 

A seldom discussed aspect of this 

complex subject is the far reach- 

ing impact of technology on sur- 

veying. There is ample matter on 

this aspect, 

but it can 
be summa- 
rized that 
the 2009 
recession is 
responsible 
for only part of the decline in re- 

quired man-hours of surveying in 

the industry. Technology has 

gradually reduced man power 

needs, such as the implementa- 

tion in the 1980s of electronic 

distance meters (lasers) which 

replaced steel tape or chain meas- 

uring crews. But the technological 

advances of the last decade have 

been much more drastic. Laser 

scanners and LIDAR are replacing 

countless hours of topographic 

field surveying for infrastructure 

projects. GPS machine control on 

heavy equip- 

ment and easy 

to operate RTK 

systems are 

replacing 

countless hours 

of con- 

struction lay- 

out crews. This 

results in re- 

maining sur- 

veying personnel being pushed 

more into boundary, (small) topo- 

graphic, and ALTA/NSPS surveys. 

These services that have histori- 

cally represented a minority por- 

tion of the industry work now 

represent the majority, and ac- 

counts for a portion of the overall 

decrease in surveyors in the in- 

dustry. 

Many in the profession in Georgia 

who have studied this problem 

expect that eventually supply and 

demand will 

prevail and 

force a fix to 

the problem. 

Legislative 

help in raising 

education 

standards 

would be very 

helpful, but at this late stage in 

the game would have minimal and 

possibly counterproductive effect 

in the short term, although crucial 

for the long term solution. Con- 

sumers of surveying services can 

expect to see longer lag times and 

gradually increasing fees for a few 

years while the imbalance hope- 

fully corrects itself. 



Page | 7 

 
 

NCEES NEWS 
 

The Southern Zone Interim Meeting 

convened in Nashville, TN during 

April 7-9, 2016. The Southern Zone is 

comprised of 13 states, plus Puerto 

Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. 

Christopher Knotts, PE (LA) was re- 
elected as the Southern Zone Secre- 
tary-Treasurer. The structure of the 

Zone Meeting includes a number of 
reports from national NCEES offic- 
ers, Committees, and Task Forces. 

The following are notable items pre- 
sented from these groups. 

Exams Process – FE exams contin- 

ue to see increased numbers from an 

initial 20% drop after converting to 

CBT (computer based testing). Year- 

round FE testing began in January 

2016. In the first quarter of 2016 

there were over 11,000 FE and 250 

FS exams administered. The PS ex- 

am will transition to CBT in October 

2016. PE exams are also working 

towards CBT and exam committees 

are currently working on reference 

materials, handouts and other op- 

tions. It is projected that the PE ex- 

ams will transition to CBT over the 

next five years with Chemical PE go- 

ing to CBT in 2018. 

E3 Database – The NCEES E3 da- 
tabase will be available in June 2016. 
This information management sys- 

tem provides a single interface for 
NCEES services. All licensure candi- 
dates will create a MyNCEES account 

to build resume requirements and 
state boards will have access to this 
information. The new E3 will also 

support state-specific, multistate, and 
national CPC tracking and reporting 
for licensed engineers and surveyors. 

Law Enforcement – Committee 

has developed audit procedures and 

guidelines for CPC audits to be in- 

cluded in the NCEES Continuing Pro- 

fessional Competency Guidelines 

publication. 

Mobility – Mobility refers to the 

alignment or recognition of licensure 

requirements that facilitate move- 

ment between jurisdictions and allow 

for the determination of competency 

to practice. MBA Committee will 

develop a guide for mobility and pro- 

mote adoption of Model Law for mo- 

bility. Considerations will include 

states’ board statutes and rules, 

states’ board systems and procedures, 

and NCEES Model Law and Model 

Rule. 

Long Term Issues – Emerging 

Engineers/Surveyors Task Force 

Group: 

 Surveying - Lack of public aware- 
ness about surveying and its con- 
tributions to society; technology 
and its effect on the profession; 
and the need to increase enroll- 
ment in four-year surveying pro- 
grams. 

 Engineering - Lack of public 
awareness about the engineering 
profession and its contributions 
to society; K-12 engineering edu- 
cation opportunities; and tech- 
nology and its effect on the pro- 
fession. 

Georgia Board Activities – A brief 

summary of the Georgia Board ad- 

ministrative activities was presented. 

These include the Board review of 

existing Rules of Experience and 

Rules of Practice; and the develop- 

ment of a proposed Board rule defin- 

ing the Requirements for Structural 

Engineering Exams. 

Annual Meeting – The NCEES 

2016 annual meeting is scheduled for 

August, to be held in Indianapolis, 

Indiana. 
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IMPORTANT NEWS REGARDING THE 
GEORGIA PLAT ACT 

 

The Georgia code section 15-6-67 

(Recordation of Maps and Plats) was 

amended in the 2016 General Assem- 

bly by HB1004. Many changes were 

made to the requirements for plats, 

condominium plans, and recording 

procedures. The law goes into effect 

on January 1, 2017. However, the 

Board sees many issues with this bill. 

One of the main issues revolves 

around certifications required to be 

placed on plats by land survey- 

ors. Under this law, all condominium 

plans, floor plans, and of course 

boundary surveys and subdivision 

plats must contain new certification 

language. This certification require- 

ment is problematic. For one, many 

condominium drawings that are pres- 

ently sealed by engineers or architects 

must now be certified by land survey- 

ors as property surveys. The most 

significant issue is that the certifica- 

tion requires affirmation of compli- 

ance with both the law and the Board 

Rules for plat specifications. 

The Board has communicated to the 

Georgia Superior Court Clerk’s Coop- 

erative Authority a notice that the 

Board Rules cannot be revised before 

the effective date of the changes to 

the law, and thus the required lan- 

guage cannot be fully certified. The 

process to change the Board Rules is 

underway. Those changes will be 

intended to comply with the HB1004 

language to the extent possible, and 

also to be in conformity with the 

pending changes anticipated in the 

2017 session. Efforts are underway to 

craft corrective language for the 2017 

General Assembly, which are de- 

signed to address the contradictions 

and make the issue of full compliance 

much more easily understood and 

attainable. In the interim, the Board 

encourages all parties to comply with 

the existing (2016) plat specifications 

to the extent possible. All other pro- 

visions, rules, and requirements re- 

main in full effect. 
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DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS (FEB 2016 – AUG 2016) 

 Turnkey (PELS160015). The Board received two complaints from two 
separate individuals that the firm, Turnkey, was advertising engineering 
as part of their services. The firm did not have a Certificate of Authoriza- 
tion, nor any professional engineers on staff, to be offering engineering 
services. The Board voted to accept a Cease and Desist Order, close the 
complaint, and refer it to the Georgia State Board of Registered Architects 
and Interior Designers. 

 Jasper Wayne Proctor, Jr with ACME American LLC 
(PELS150014). The Board received a complaint from an individual of 
unlicensed land survey work in the Plat Records of the Clerk of Superior 
Court of Fannin County, Georgia. It was found that Mr. Jasper Proctor 
was practicing land surveying services through a company known as AC- 
ME American LLC, without a Certificate of Authorization. Further, Mr. 
Proctor violated Georgia law by failing to comply with Board rules in the 
preparation of survey work. The Board voted to accept a Consent Order 
with a $5,000.00 fine. Mr. Proctor shall complete six hours of continuing 
education in Georgia Minimum Technical Standards within six months. 

 Drake Kobeck (PELS160011). The Board received a complaint from an 
individual that Mr. Drake Kobeck was listed on www.thumbtack.com as 
offering land surveying services, in the State of Georgia, without a license. 
The Board voted to accept the Cease and Desist Order. 

 Josh Allwine (PELS160012). The Board received a complaint from an 
individual that Mr. Josh Allwine was listed on www.thumbtack.com as 
offering land surveying services, in the State of Georgia, without a license. 
The Board voted to accept the Cease and Desist Order. 



Page | 10 

 
 

HOUSEKEEPING 

NOTES FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Please join me in congratulating Regina Saponari on her promotion as the new- 

est Licensing Analyst for the PELS Board. Also join me in welcoming Logan 

Malcom as the newest member of the PELS Board staff. She will be filling the 

position of Board Support Specialist that was vacated by Ms. Saponari. I would 

also like to welcome Max Changus as the newest Attorney General’s representa- 

tive to the Board. Mr. Changus takes over for Kirsten Daughdril who will be 

moving to another position within the Attorney General’s office. I want to wish 

Kirsten all the best and I thank her for her service to the Board. 

Registration for the October 2016 Professional Engineer and Structural Engi- 
neer exams closed at 3:00 p.m. EDT on September 1, 2016. Registration for the 
Computer-based Fundamentals of Engineering exam is open year round and 
does not require authorization from the Georgia Board. Certification as an En- 
gineer in Training does require that you apply to the Board. You can find the 
application at http://sos.ga.gov/cgi-bin/plbforms.asp?board=9. 

December 31, 2016 is the deadline to renew your Professional Engineer or Land 
Surveyor license. The renewals could go live as early as mid-September, but no 
later than the first week of October. Keep checking the website regularly and 
complete your renewal as soon as possible. 

DATES OF INTEREST 

Board Meeting October 11 

Board Meeting December 13 

Georgia Board of 
Professional Engineers 

& Land Surveyors 
 

237 Coliseum Drive 
Macon, Georgia 31217 

Phone: 478.207.2440 
www.sos.ga.gov/plb/pels 


