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MSW Masters 
Degree in 

Social 
Work 

An applicant for licensure as a Master's 
Social Worker must have 
earned a master's degree in Social 
Work from a program accredited by 
the Council on Social Work Education. 
Candidacy, conditional or accreditation 
status must have been in effect at the 
school when the degree was awarded. 

Persons who have obtained a master's 
degree from a program accredited by the 
Council on Social Work Education and who 
are practicing social work under direction 
and supervision while preparing to take the 
master's social work licensing examination, 
may practice for a period of up to one year 
following the granting of such degree. 

Within one year of graduating from a social work graduate 
program the individual practicing social work in the State of 
Georgia must apply to take the licensing examination. If the 
applicant fails the exam the first time it is taken, then the 
applicant is required to take the examination at the next 
scheduled exam date, 
unless good cause is shown for postponement. The applicant 
may sit for the examination a total of three times. An 
applicant who fails the examination three 
times, shall not continue to engage in the practice of social 
work in the state of Georgia, until such time as the applicant 
has taken and passed the exam absent of 
statutory exemption. [Certain exemptions may apply, these 
are designated in O.C.G.A. 43-10A-7(b)]. 

 


