
 

TITLE 43. PROFESSIONS AND BUSINESSES 
CHAPTER 30. OPTOMETRISTS 

 
 
§ 43-30-1. Definitions 

 

 
As used in this chapter, the term: 

 
(1) "Board" means the State Board of Optometry. 

 

 
(2) (A) "Optometry" means the art and science of visual care and is declared to be a learned profession. 
The practice of optometry consists of the diagnosis and interpretation of the visual behavior of the human 
organism by the employment of any means other than surgery. The practice of optometry further consists 
of the correction of visual anomalies through the prescribing, employment, and use of lenses, prisms, 
frames, mountings, contact lenses, orthoptic exercises, and visual training, light frequencies, and any other 
means or methods for the relief, correction, or remedy of any insufficiencies or abnormal conditions of the 
human visual organism, other than surgery. Optometrists are prohibited from using nondiagnostic lasers. 
Nothing in this chapter shall prohibit the use, administration, or prescription of pharmaceutical agents for 
diagnostic purposes and treatment of ocular disease in the practice of optometry by optometrists who have 
received pharmacological training and certification from a properly accredited institution of higher 
learning and who are certified by the board to use pharmaceutical agents for diagnostic and treatment 
purposes. Only a doctor of optometry who: 

 
(i) Is already certified for using pharmaceutical agents for diagnostic purposes; 

 

 
(ii) Has passed or passes an examination approved by the board which tests knowledge of pharmacology 
for treatment and management of ocular diseases; 

 
(iii) Is certified in coronary pulmonary resuscitation (CPR); and 

 
(iv) Maintains at least $1 million in malpractice insurance coverage 

shall be certified to use pharmaceutical agents for treatment purposes. 

(B) The board shall establish by rule a list, which may be modified from time to time, of pharmaceutical 
agents which optometrists shall be allowed to use for treatment purposes. 

 
(C) ) A doctor of optometry shall not administer any pharmaceutical agent by injection. 

 
(D) ) Pharmaceutical agents which are used by a doctor of optometry for treatment purposes 
and administered orally may only be: 

 
(i) (I) Nonnarcotic oral analgesics and hydrocodone and Schedule III or Schedule IV controlled substances 
which are oral analgesics; 
 
(II) Used for ocular pain; and 

 

 
(III) Used for no more than 72 hours without consultation with the patient's physician; provided however 

that with respect to hydrocodone, used for no more than 48 hours without consultation with the 



patients physician; or 
 
(ii) Antibiotics, antivirals, corticosteroids, antifungals, antihistamines, or antiglaucoma agents related to 
the diagnosis or treatment of diseases and conditions of the eye and adnexa oculi except Schedule I or 
Schedule II controlled substances; provided, however, that a doctor of optometry shall not be authorized 
to administer pharmaceutical agents by injection. Doctors of optometry using such pharmaceutical agents 
shall be held to the same standard of care imposed by Code Section 51-1-27 as would be applied to a 
physician licensed under Chapter 34 of this title performing similar acts; provided, however, that a 
doctor of optometry shall not be authorized to treat systemic diseases. 

 
(E) Pharmaceutical agents which are used by a doctor of optometry for treatment purposes and 
administered topically shall be subject to the following conditions only when used for the treatment of 
glaucoma: 

 
(i) If the pharmaceutical agent is a beta blocker, an optometrist certified to use pharmaceutical agents for 
treatment purposes must take a complete case history and determine whether the patient has had a  
physical examination within the past year. If the patient has not had such a physical examination or if the 
patient has any history of congestive heart failure, bradycardia, heart block, asthma, or chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease, that patient must be referred to a person licensed under Chapter 34 of this title for 
examination prior to initiating beta blocker therapy; 

 
(ii) If the glaucoma patient does not respond to the topically administered pharmaceutical agents after 60 
days of treatment, that patient must be referred to an ophthalmologist;  
 
(iii) If the patient is diagnosed as having closed angle glaucoma, the patient shall be immediately referred 
to an ophthalmologist; and 
 

(iv) If the pharmaceutical agent is oral corticosteroids, an optometrist certified to use pharmaceutical agents 
for treatment purposes must take a complete case history and determine whether the patient has had a 
physical examination within the past year and must not prescribe oral corticosteroids for a patient with any 
condition for which oral corticosteroids are contraindicated, and in no event shall such oral corticosteroids 
be prescribed for more than 14 days. 
 
(F) Doctors of optometry using pharmaceutical agents for treatment purposes shall be held to the same 
standard of care imposed by Code Section 51-1-27 as would be applied to a physician licensed under 
Chapter 34 of this title performing similar acts. 

 
(G) Any doctor of optometry who uses a pharmaceutical agent, except under the conditions specified 
therefor by this chapter and any other law, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor unless a greater penalty is 
otherwise provided by law. 

 
(H) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to allow a doctor of optometry to dispense pharmaceutical 
agents to patients. 

 
HISTORY: Ga. L. 1916, p. 83, § 1; Code 1933, § 84-1101; Ga. L. 1956, p. 94, § 1; Ga. L. 1980, p. 47, § 1; Ga. L. 1988, p. 34, § 
1; Ga. L. 1994, p. 853, § 1; Ga. L. 1994, p. 996, § 1; Ga. L. 1995, p. 351, § 1; Ga. L. 2007, p. 551, § 1/SB 17; Ga. L. 2013, p. 639, § 
1/HB 235.  

 



§ 43-30-2. Creation of board; composition; qualifications of members 
 
(a) It shall be the duty of the Governor to appoint a State Board of Optometry to consist of six members. 
This board shall be appointed by the Governor and styled the "State Board of Optometry." All 
appointments to the board shall be subject to the confirmation of the Senate. One of the members shall be 
appointed from the public at large and shall have no connection whatsoever with the profession or 
practice of optometry. The remaining five members shall be persons who have been actively engaged in 
the practice of optometry in the state for five years immediately preceding such appointment, shall be 
registered as optometrists under this chapter, and shall be qualified to use pharmaceutical agents for 
diagnostic and treatment purposes as authorized under this chapter. 

 
(b) No person shall be eligible for appointment to the board who is connected in any way with a school 
teaching optometry or who sells optical goods at wholesale. 

 
HISTORY: Ga. L. 1916, p. 83, § 2; Code 1933, § 84-1102; Ga. L. 1980, p. 47, § 2; Ga. L. 1994, p. 853, § 2. 

 
§ 43-30-3. Terms of office for board members; vacancies 

 
Two members of the board shall be appointed for one year, two for two years, and one for three years; 
and after the expiration of the terms of office of the members so first appointed, subsequent appointments 
shall be for a term of three years. Any vacancy that may occur from any cause shall be filled by the 
Governor for the unexpired term. 

 
HISTORY: Ga. L. 1916, p. 83, § 3; Code 1933, § 84-1103. 

 
§ 43-30-4. Election of board officers; rules, regulations, and bylaws as to board's proceedings; meetings 

 
The board shall annually elect a president and a vice-president who shall hold their offices until their 
successors are elected and qualified. The board shall prescribe such rules, regulations, and bylaws for its 
proceedings and governance as will put this chapter into effect. There shall be at least two regular 
meetings of the board held every year. Special meetings may be held on the call of the president and two 
other members. 
 
HISTORY: Ga. L. 1916, p. 83, § 4; Code 1933, § 84-1104; Ga. L. 1982, p. 1278, § 2. 

 
§ 43-30-5. Adoption of rules and regulations by board generally; restrictions on practice locations for 
doctors of optometry 

 
The board shall have the authority and power to adopt, establish, enforce, and maintain rules and 
regulations applicable to the practice of optometry adequate to put this chapter into effect and to regulate 
the practice of optometry as a profession in conformity with and in compliance with accepted professional 
standards; provided, however, the board shall not provide by rule to restrict the location of the practice of 
a licensed doctor of optometry, and any such rule now in effect shall be null and void. 

 
HISTORY: Code 1933, § 84-1110A, enacted by Ga. L. 1963, p. 214, § 1; Ga. L. 1982, p. 1278, § 3; Ga. L. 1983, p. 3, § 32. 



§ 43-30-5.1. Advertising requirements 
 
Any truthful written or broadcast advertising for eye exam services whether regional or national by any 
optical firm with more than seven locations in the State of Georgia shall not be required to list the name 
of the optometrist in the advertisement provided those optometrists practicing under a trade name at a 
specific location shall be identified to any person inquiring by telephone. 

 
HISTORY: Code 1981, § 43-30-5.1, enacted by Ga. L. 1988, p. 716, § 1. 

 
§ 43-30-6. Certificate of registration required 

 
It shall be unlawful for any person to practice optometry in this state unless he shall have first obtained a 
certificate of registration from the board and filed same with the clerk of the superior court of the county 
in which such practice is conducted. 

 
HISTORY: Ga. L. 1916, p. 83, § 8; Code 1933, § 84-1107 

 
§ 43-30-6.1. Display of license or certificate of registration 

 
Persons holding a license or certificate of registration issued by the board shall display that license or 
certificate in a conspicuous place in that person's principal place of practice. 

 
HISTORY: Code 1981, § 43-30-6.1, enacted by Ga. L. 1982, p. 1278, § 4. 

 
§ 43-30-7. Certification and registration requirement; comity; qualifications examination 

 
(a) All persons engaged in the practice of optometry or who wish to begin the practice of optometry shall 
apply through the division director to the board for a certificate of registration. Such certificate of 
registration shall be granted to such applicants upon compliance with the conditions contained in 
subsections (b), (c), and (d) of this Code section. 

 
(b) The applicant shall be registered and given a certificate of registration if he or she holds a valid license 
from such other state boards of optometry as may be, under the rules of comity, recognized by the board. 
The fee for registering such applicant shall be in an amount determined by the board. A person practicing 
optometry who has been registered and given a certificate of registration under the rules of comity and 
who fails to pay the biennial registration fee, as established by the board, on or before the renewal date 
established by the division director shall forfeit his or her certificate of registration. Such person may be 
reinstated by paying all past due registration fees and an additional fee in an amount established by the 
board. 

 
(c) Any other applicant for registration under this chapter shall be required to pass an examination 
approved by the board. In addition, each such applicant shall: 

 
(1) Be 21 years of age and of good moral character; 
(2) Possess a high school education of not less than 16 Carnegie units or the equivalent thereof to be 
determined by the board; 



 

(3) Have completed not less than two years of preoptometry college work in a college of arts and sciences 
approved by the board or the equivalent thereof to be determined by the board; and 

 
(4) Hold a certificate of graduation from an accredited college or university teaching optometry, 
acceptable to the board, requiring a course of study therein of at least four school years. 

 
(d) Any applicant seeking a certificate of registration after July 1, 1994, must be qualified to use 
pharmaceutical agents for diagnostic and treatment purposes in accordance with subparagraph (A) of 
paragraph (2) of Code Section 43-30-1. Qualification to use pharmaceutical agents for diagnostic and 
treatment purposes shall be met by evidence of: 

 
(1) Successful completion of pharmacological training and certification from a properly accredited 
institution of higher learning, or the equivalent thereof to be determined by the board; and 

 
(2) Successful passage of an examination approved by the board which tests knowledge of pharmacology 
for treatment and management of ocular diseases. 

 
HISTORY: Ga. L. 1916, p. 83, § 6; Code 1933, § 84-1105; Ga. L. 1953, Jan.-Feb. Sess., p. 114, § 1; Ga. L. 1960, p. 961, § 1; 
Ga. L. 1971, p. 425, § 1; Ga. L. 1976, p. 185, § 1; Ga. L. 1994, p. 853, § 3; Ga. L. 2000, p. 1706, § 19; Ga. L. 2010, p. 266 , § 
35/SB 195. 

 
43-30-8. Biennial registration; educational programs for optometrists; forfeiture of certificate upon failure 
to comply; reinstatement of certificate 

 
(a) Each person practicing optometry shall register biennially with the division director by completing and 
filing a form to be furnished by the board. 

 
(b) The board may approve educational programs to be held within or outside this state. The board shall 
approve only such educational programs as are available to all persons practicing optometry in the state  
on a reasonable nondiscriminatory fee basis. Any request for board approval of an educational program 
shall be submitted in a timely manner with due regard for the necessity of investigation and consideration 
by the board. The board may contract with institutions of higher learning, professional organizations, or 
qualified individuals for the providing of programs that meet this requirement; and such programs shall be 
self-sustaining by the individual fees set and collected by the provider of the program. The minimum 
number of hours of continuing education required shall be fixed by the board by February 1 of each 
calendar year. In no instance may the board require a greater number of hours of study than are available 
at approved courses held within the state; and the board is authorized to waive this requirement in cases of 
certified illness or undue hardship.  
 
(c) Failure to register, to pay the registration fee, or to submit satisfactory proof of training shall forfeit  
the certificate of the delinquent optometrist; but a practitioner's certificate may be restored upon payment 
of all delinquent registration fees, a penalty as established by the board, and the submission of satisfactory 
proof of training. 



HISTORY: Ga. L. 1933, p. 202, § 1; Code 1933, § 84-1109; Ga. L. 1956, p. 691, § 7; Ga. L. 1960, p. 961, § 2; Ga. L. 1971, p. 
234, § 1; Ga. L. 1976, p. 185, § 2; Ga. L. 1988, p. 34, § 2; Ga. L. 2000, p. 1706, § 19; Ga. L. 2013, p. 639, § 2/HB 235.  

 
§ 43-30-9. Refusal or revocation of certificates; appeals 

 
(a) The board shall refuse to issue its certificate of registration and may revoke its certificate of 
registration issued to any person who is not of good moral character, or who commits an act involving 
moral turpitude, or who is guilty of unprofessional conduct, or whose certificate was issued through error, 
fraud, or perjury, or who knowingly makes any fraudulent, misleading, or deceptive statement in any  
form of advertising, or who makes any statement in any advertising concerning the quality of optometric 
services rendered by the registrant or licensee or any optometrist associated with him. 

 
(b) The board shall serve written notice of the charges on such accused person at least ten days prior to  
the date set for hearing, and said person shall be notified to appear before the board to answer the charges 
at such time and place as the board may direct. Such notice shall plainly set forth the charges made and 
notify the accused person to appear to answer the same. On such hearing, if the charges are found true, the 
accused having the right to produce witnesses in his behalf and cross-examine those testifying against  
him, the board shall render judgment after such hearing; and the person accused may enter an appeal to  
the next superior court of the county in which the hearing is held. If he is dissatisfied with the finding, 
such appeal is to be governed by the law relating to appeals in other cases. 

 
HISTORY: Ga. L. 1916, p. 83, § 7; Ga. L. 1933, p. 202, § 2; Code 1933, § 84-1110; Ga. L. 1972, p. 916, § 1; Ga. L. 1982, p. 
1278, § 5. 

 
 
§ 43-30-10. Appeal from board decisions 

 
Actions of the board in granting, refusing to grant, or refusing to renew a license issued under this chapter 
or in revoking or suspending or refusing to revoke or suspend any such license shall be subject to appeal 
to the superior court in accordance with Chapter 13 of Title 50, the "Georgia Administrative Procedure 
Act." 

 
HISTORY: Code 1933, § 84-1110B, enacted by Ga. L. 1963, p. 214, § 1; Ga. L. 1966, p. 299, § 1. 

 
§ 43-30-11. Agency representative to determine contested cases; judicial review 

 
(a) Upon the written request of the board, the division director shall have the power under paragraph (5) 
of subsection (a) of Code Section 50-13-13 to select and appoint an agency representative to determine a 
contested case pending before the board to the extent and in the manner provided by law. 

 
(b) In any contested case brought under authority of this chapter to enforce this chapter, a party aggrieved 
by an initial decision of the agency representative may immediately seek judicial review thereof within 
the time and in the manner provided by Code Section 50-13-19 if board review of the initial decision of 
the agency representative in accordance with Code Section 50-13-17 would not provide an adequate 
remedy or if such board review is unlawful. Upon such appeal, the court shall first determine the claim 
supporting the intermediate appeal. If the court determines the claim adversely to the petitioner, it shall 
remand the case to the board which shall then proceed in accordance with Code Section 50-13-17, except 



that the board shall consider the initial decision of the hearing representative as having been filed with it 
on the date of remand from the court. If the court determines the claim adversely to the board, it shall treat 
the initial decision of the agency representative as a final decision of the board and determine all other 
issues in the case in accordance with Code Section 50-13-19. 

 
HISTORY: Code 1933, § 84-1110.3, enacted by Ga. L. 1976, p. 1575, § 1; Ga. L. 1982, p. 3, § 43; Ga. L. 2000, p. 1706, § 19. 

 
§ 43-30-12. Unlicensed practice as constituting a nuisance; injunction 

 
The practice of optometry by any unregistered or unlicensed optometrist is declared to be a menace and a 
nuisance and dangerous to the public health and safety; and the board shall promptly abate such practice 
by filing an action for an injunction in the county in which such practice is conducted. The practice shall 
be enjoined unless it shall be made to appear that such practitioner is licensed and registered. The board is 
authorized to file and prosecute such action, and it shall be its duty to do so. 

 
HISTORY: Ga. L. 1933, p. 202, § 3; Code 1933, § 84-1111. 

 
§ 43-30-13. Construction of chapter 

 

 
(a) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to apply to physicians and surgeons duly licensed to practice 
medicine, nor to prevent persons from selling spectacles or eyeglasses on prescription from any duly 
qualified optometrist or physician, nor to prevent any person from selling glasses as articles of 
merchandise or from using test cards in connection with the sale of such glasses at a permanently located 
place when not trafficking or attempting to traffic upon assumed skill in optometry; nor shall anything in 
this chapter be construed to authorize any registered optometrist to prescribe or administer drugs except  
as permitted by law or practice medicine or surgery in any manner as defined by the laws of this state; nor 
shall this chapter be construed to authorize any such person to use the title of "M.D." or any other title 
mentioned in Code Section 43-34-21 or 43-34-22. 

 
(b) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to imply liability, either civil or criminal, on the part of a 
pharmacist who is duly licensed under Title 26 and who in good faith fills a prescription presented by a 
patient pursuant to this chapter. The pharmacist shall presume that the prescription was issued by a duly 
licensed optometrist under this chapter who has qualified under this Code section to prescribe 
pharmaceutical agents. The pharmacist shall also presume that the pharmaceutical agent prescribed by the 
optometrist is an approved pharmaceutical agent, unless the pharmacist has actual or constructive 
knowledge to the contrary. 

 
HISTORY: Ga. L. 1916, p. 83, § 9; Code 1933, § 84-1108; Ga. L. 1988, p. 34, § 3; Ga. L. 2009, p. 859, § 13/HB 509. 
 
§ 43-30-14. Practicing optometry without a license 

 
Any person who practices optometry or who offers or pretends to practice or holds himself or herself out 
as eligible to practice optometry and who is not legally registered and licensed shall be guilty of a felony. 

 
HISTORY: Ga. L. 1916, p. 83, § 8; Ga. L. 1933, p. 202, § 4; Code 1933, § 84-9917; Ga. L. 2003, p. 315, § 1. 



§ 43-30-15. Termination 
 
Repealed by Ga. L. 1992, p. 3137, § 25, effective July 1, 1992. 
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