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A meeting of the State Board of Cemeterians was held on February 15, 2011 at the 
Professional Licensing Boards office in Macon, GA.  William (Micky) Couey, President, 
called the meeting to order at 11:01 a.m. 
 
A quorum was established with members present being: William (Micky) Couey, President; 
Tim Smith, Vice President; Clift Dempsey, Michael Lawrence, Emory Lamar and Richard 
Parker.  
 
Staff present:  Steve Lindsey, Executive Director; Sonya Williams, Senior Staff Attorney and 
Melanie Brown, Board Support Specialist. 
 
Others present: Mike Odom with Mt. Olive Holdings, LLC; Scott Spivey and Laura 
Barfield, Attorney for Mt. Olive Holdings, LLC.  
 
Richard Parker moved, Michael Lawrence seconded, and the Board voted to approve the 
minutes of the August 24, 2010 meeting. 
 
The meeting began with open discussion surrounding the release of funds from preneed and 
trust accounts, identifying ways to improve the process for making these types of 
withdrawals and which documents may be used as sufficient authorization for the release of 
such funds. 
 
Senior Staff Attorney, Sonya Williams and representatives of Mt. Olive Holdings, LLC both 
addressed the Board concerning the status of Mt. Olive Memorial Gardens in Richmond 
County, Georgia. 
 
Michael Lawrence moved, Clifton Dempsey seconded, and the Board voted to lift the cease 
and desist order for Mt. Olive Memorial Gardens in Richmond County, Georgia and 
reinstate the facility’s registration. 
 
Michael Lawrence moved, Richard Parker seconded, and the Board voted to close the case 
against Mt. Olive Memorial Gardens in Richmond County, Georgia. 
 
Clifton Dempsey moved, Richard Parker seconded, and the Board voted to take actions on 
the following cases: 
 

 ENCM00332 Close 
 

 ENCM00333 Close 
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 ENCM00338 Send a letter of concern with the results of the 
investigation to notify the Board within 30 days 
of resolution "may result in further disciplinary 
action by the board", re-inspect in 30 days and 

close 
 

 ENCM00339 Send to investigations to identify trust fund 
money, interview bank representative 

 

 ENCM00341 Send a letter of concern with the results of the 
investigation to notify the Board within 30 days 
of resolution "may result in further disciplinary 

action by the board", re-inspect in 30 days  
 

 ENCM00345 Send a letter of concern with the results of the 
investigation to notify the Board within 30 days 
of resolution "may result in further disciplinary 

action by the board", re-inspect in 30 days  
 

 ENCM00340 Lift cease and desist order, reinstate, close case 
 

 ENCM00346 Close 
 

 ENCM00342 Close 
 

 ENCM00343 Close 

 
 
Tim Smith moved, Michael Lawrence seconded, and the Board approved the following 
orders to accept fine money: 
 

 Satilla Memorial Gardens of Waycross, GA: $250 for failure to submit a 
certified copy of cemetery plat in compliance with Board law. 

 

 Cremation Society of the South LLC of Marietta, GA: $500 for unlicensed 
practice. 

 

 Forest Lawn Memorial Park, Inc. of Newnan, GA: $500 for unlicensed 
practice. 
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Tim Smith moved to enter into EXECUTIVE SESSION in accordance with O. C. G. A. 
§50-14-4(b) and §35-3-38 to review background information concerning a preneed sales 
agent application.  Clifton Dempsey seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by 
William (Micky) Couey, President; Tim Smith, Vice President; Michael Lawrence, Clifton 
Dempsey, Emory Lamar and Richard Parker.  The Board concluded Executive Session at 
the end of discussion and entered back into Open Session.: 
 
 
Tim Smith moved, Michael Lawrence seconded, and the Board voted to deny the following 
applications for registration: 
 

 1254760 McLendon Monuments Merchandise Dealer Decatur 

 405996 Patrick Watson Preneed Sales Agent   

 1267775 Billy Ray Norris Preneed Sales Agent Doraville 

 
 
 
Mr. Parker moved, Mr. Lawrence seconded, and the Board approved the 2011 board 
meeting dates as follows, beginning at 11:00 a.m.: 
 

 Tuesday, February 15th  
 

 Tuesday, April 26th  
 

 Tuesday, June 28th  
 

 Tuesday, August 23rd  
 

 Tuesday, October 25th  
 

 Tuesday, December 6th  
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Emory Lamar moved, Tim Smith seconded, and the Board voted to adjourn the meeting. 
 
The next meeting of the Board will be April 26, 2011, at 11:00 a.m. at 237 Coliseum Drive, 
Macon, GA. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:32 p.m. 
 
 
Minutes were approved at the April 26, 2011 board meeting 


