NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
AND NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

CHAPTER 295 JOINT SECRETARY RULES

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS AND PARTIES:

Notice is hereby given that pursuant to the authority set forth below, the Professional Licensing
Boards Division of the Office of Secretary of State (hereinafter “Agency”) proposes to adopt
amendments to Chapter 295 Joint Secretary Rules (hereinafter “proposed rule amendments™).

This notice, together with an exact copy of the proposed rule amendments and a synopsis of the
proposed rule amendments, are being disseminated to all persons who have requested that they
be placed on a notification list. A copy of this notice, an exact copy of the proposed rule
amendments, and a synopsis of the proposed rule amendments may be reviewed during normal
business hours of 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, except official State holidays,
at the Office of the Secretary of State, Professional Licensing Boards Division, 237 Coliseum
Drive, Macon, Georgia 31217. These documents will also be available for review on the
Agency’s website at www.sos.state.ga.gov/plb. Copies may be requested by contacting the
Agency office at 844-753-7825.

A public hearing is scheduled to begin at 10:00 a.m. on June 23, 2020 via Teleconference due to
the COVID-19 pandemic. The public will have the opportunity to comment upon and provide
input into the proposed rule amendments. Members of the public can call into the meeting via the
following number: 646-558-8656.

Interested parties affected by the rule may submit written comments to the Agency no later than
close of business on June 16, 2020, Written comments must be legible, signed, contain contact
information from the maker (address, telephone number, email address), and addressed to

La Trenda Tyler-Jones, Division Director, Secretary of State, Professional Licensing Boards
Division, 237 Coliseum Drive, Macon, Georgia 31217.

During the public hearing, anyone may present data, make a statement, comment, or offer a
viewpoint or argument, whether orally or in writing. Lengthy statements or statements of a
considerable technical or economic nature, as well as previously recorded messages, must be
submitted for the official record. Oral statements will be limited to five (5) minutes per person.

The Agency adopted this Notice of Intent at its May 11, 2020 meeting. The Agency also
determined that the formulation and adoption of these proposed rules does not impose excessive
regulatory cost on any licensee, and any cost to comply with the proposed rules cannot be
reduced by a less expensive alternative that fully accomplishes the objectives of O.C.G.A. §§ 50-
13-3 and 43-1-4. Additionally, the Agency determined that it is neither legal nor feasible in
meeting the objectives of O.C.G.A. §§ 50-13-3 and 43-1-4 to adopt or implement differing
actions for business as listed in O.C.G.A. § 50-13-4(3)(A), (B), (C) and (D). The formulation and



adoption of these proposed rules will impact every licensee in the same manner and each
licensee is independently licensed, owned and operated in their respective profession.

For further information, contact the Agency at 844-753-7825.

This notice is given in compliance with Section 4(a)(1) of the Georgia Administrative
Procedures Act (0.C.G.A. §50-13-4).

This _(A#_ day of %’Y\w‘ , 2020

t

La Trenda Tyler-Jones

Division Director
Professional Licensing Boards

Posted: _5/19/20
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SYNOPSIS OF PROPOSED CHANGES TO
RULE 295-15 INACTIVE STATUS LICENSES

Purpese/Main Feature: The purpose of the proposed amendments are to clarify the requirements and
bring the Joint Secretary Rules in Iine with Board votes.

295-15-.02 Georgia State Board of Nursing Home Administrators.

1. Any licensee who holds a current license and who is not practicing as a nursing home administrator
may request the Board to place that license into an "inactive status" upon written application to the
Board and payment of a non-refundable inactive status application fee. See fee schedule. The Board,
in its sole discretion, may grant or deny the request for inactive status. Any licensee whose license is
on inactive status may not engage in the practice of nursing home administration or serve as the
administrator of record of a nursing home.

2. In order to reactivate an inactive license, the licensee must submit the appropriate application, forms,
and fee to the Board. In addition:

{(a) H alicense is inactive for twelve (12) months to twenty-four months (24), the applicant must

submit forty (40} hours of Continuing Education “CE” obtained since the Board's last renewal
period,

{(b) If a license is inactive for twenty-five (25) months to thirtv-six {36) months, eighty (80) hours of
CE obtained since the Board's last renewal period must be submitted to the Board.

(c) If the license has been inactive more than thirty-six (36) months, the applicant must meet current
application requirements and either submit eighty (80) hours of CE since the Board's [ast renewal

period, OR take and pass the national exam.

(d)_If the inactive license holds an active license in another state which is on the Georgia Board's
approved state list and has been emploved for at least one year as a Nursing Home Administrator
prior to the date of the application, the applicant must submit verification of an active, current
license from the state or jurisdiction in which the license is held.




295-15-,02 Georgia State Board of Nursing Home Administrators.

1. Any licensee who holds a current license and who is not practicing as a nursing home administrator
may request the Board to place that license into an "inactive status” upon written application to the
Board and payment of a non-refundable inactive status application fee. See fee schedule. The Board,
in its sole discretion, may grant or deny the request for inactive status. Any licensee whose license is
on inactive status may not engage in the practice of nursing home administration or serve as the
administrator of record of a nursing home.

o

In order to reactivate an inactive license, the licensee must submit the appropriate application, forms,
and fee to the Board. In addition:

(a) Halicense is inactive for twelve (12) monthis to twenty-four months (24), the applicant must
submit forty (40) hours of Continuing Education “CE” obtained since the Board's last renewal
period.

(b) If a license is inactive for twenty-five (25) months to thirty-six (36) months, eighty (80) hours of
CE obtained since the Board's last renewal period must be submitted to the Board.

(c) If the license has been inactive more than thirty-six (36) months, the applicant must meet current
application requirements and either submit eighty (80) hours of CE since the Board's last renewal
period, OR take and pass the national exam.

(d) If the inactive license holds an active license in another state which is on the Georgia Board's
approved state list and has been employed for at least one year as a Nursing Home Administrator
prior to the date of the application, the applicant must submit verification of an active, current
license from the state or jurisdiction in which the license is held.

Authority: 0.C.G.A. Section 43-1-22



295-15-.16 Georgia Board of Podiatry Examiners.

1. The Board has determined inactive status will be available for those persons meeting the prescribed
criteria, which shall remain in full force for life, unless reactivated under Board rules, and which shall
incur no fees. To be eligible to be placed in inactive status, a licensee must:

(a) Bem - i P
t—i—me—i—s—net—e*pee&eé—te—re&eldee— subm:t thelr reauest on the desmnated form;

(b) Have a current active license in good standing to practice podiatry in the State of Georgia; and

(c) Must not be under administrative disciplinary action or court action or probations.

2. Once placed in inactive status, the license holder thereafter shall not engage in the practice of podiatry
in any manner in the State of Georgia.

3. The only avenue of reactivation shall be at the discretion of the Board under conditions acceptable to

the Board. L1censees seekmg reactwatlon shall be%qiméw—pay-ﬁast-heense-feﬁew#ees-baseé—eﬂ

eaeh—b*eamum—the%eense—lﬁ—mﬂaem—seafmﬁ- submlt an apnllcatlon and fee in accordance wnth the

fee schedule and fifty (50) hours of continuing education in accordance with Board Rules.

Authority: 0.C.G.A. Section 43-1-22



295-15-,16 Georgia Board of Podiatry Examiners.

L.

'The Board has determined inactive status will be availabie for those persons meeting the prescribed
criteria, which shall remain in full force for life, unless reactivated under Board rules, and which shall
incur no fees. To be eligible to be placed in inactive status, a licensee must:

(a) submit their request on the designated form;
(b) have a current active license in good standing to practice podiatry in the State of Georgia; and
{c) must not be under administrative disciplinary action or court action or probation.

Once placed in inactive status, the license holder thereafter shall not engage in the practxce of podtatry

© in any manner.in the State of Georgia.’

The only avenue of reactivation shall be at the discretion of the Board under conditions acceptable to
the Board. Licensees seeking reactivation shall submit an application and fee in accordance with the
fee schedule and fifty (50) hours of continuing education for each biennium on inactive status in
accordance with Board rules.

Authority: 0.C.G.A. Section 43-1-22



SYNOPSIS OF PROPOSED ADOPTION
RULE 296-16 DECLARATORY RULINGS

Purpose/Main Feature: The purpose of the proposed rule adoption is to bring the Agency in line with
the statutory requirements of O.C.G.A. §50-13-11.

295-16 Declaratory Rulings

The Agency shall render declaratory rulings as to the applicabilitv of any statutory provision or
- of any of its rules. Requests for declaratory rulings must be in writing ‘and the signature of the
petitioner must be notarized. The Agency shall respond to a request for a declaratory ruling within
twenty-one (21) days of receipt of said request, except when the Agency feels it would be in the
best interest to seek the opinion of the Attorney General. in which case the response shall be
issued within forty-five (45) days. Nothing in this paragraph shall limit or impair the right of the
Agency to seek the opinion of the Attorney General on anv question of law connected with the
duties of the Agency. The Agency shall not be reguired to render a declaratory ruling if it relates
to an investigation Agency before the Board.

Authority: O.C.G.A. §50-13-11.



SYNOPSIS OF PROPOSED ADOPTION
RULE 296-17 PETITION FOR RULE CHANGES

Purpose/Main Feature: The purpose of the proposed rule adoption is to bring the Agency in line with
the statutory requirements of O0.C.G.A. §50-13-9.

295-17 Petition for Rule Changes

(1) Each petition for promulgation, amendment, or repeal of rules made pursuant to the Georgia
Administration Procedure Act shall.be filed with the Board that had enacted the rule, or would

otherwise be charged with enforcing the rule. The petition shall be in writing, and shall state:

(a) The name and address of the petitioner:

(b) The full text of the rule requested to be amended or repealed and the changes to be made
or the full text of the rule desired to be promulgated:

(c) A statement of the reason such rule should be amended, repealed, or promulgated
including a statement of all pertinent existing facts that relate to petitioner's interest in the
matter; and

(d) Citations of legal. if any, which authorize, support, or require the action requested by

petition.

(2) Upon receipt of the petition, the Board shall decide upon the action to be taken. Within thirty
(30)_days after receipt of the petition, the Board either shall deny the petition in writing
(stating its reasons for the denial} or shall initiate rule-making or rule-changing proceedings
in accordance with O.C.G.A. § 50-13-4 (Georgia Administrative Procedure Act).

Authority: O.C.G.A. § 50-13-9.





