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The Georgia Board of Nursing met April 20, 2020, by teleconference from the Professional Licensing Boards Division of the 
Secretary of State located at 237 Coliseum Drive, Macon, Georgia 31217. 
 
MONDAY, APRIL 20, 2020 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT  
     

Darrell Thompson, RN, DNP, ACNP-BC, FNP-BC, President 
Tammy Bryant, RN, SN, MBA, NEA-BC, Vice President 
Fredettena (Tina) Fletcher, LPN 
Linda Floyd, RN, EdD, PMHNP-BC 
Merry Fort, RN, BS 
Holly Free, RN, MSN 
Jennifer Pipkin, RN, MSN, CRNA 
 

MEMBERS ABSENT 
  

Tracey Blalock, RN, MSN, MBA, NEA-BC  
Candice Broce, Consumer Member 
Irene (Renie) Cordell, RN 
K. Andrea Phipps, LPN 
Ashlan Porter, RN 

 
STAFF PRESENT 
 

Jim Cleghorn, Executive Director 
Kirsten Daughdril, JD, Assistant Attorney General 
 
Thompson called the meeting to order at 3:15 p.m. on Monday, April 20, 2020.  A quorum to conduct disciplinary matters was 

present. 
 
EMERGENCY RULES 
 

Bryant moved to adopt amendments to Emergency Rule 410-2-0.5-.08 – Temporary Permits for Graduates of Approved 
Nursing Education Programs. 
 
Emergency Rule 410-2-0.5-.08 – Temporary Permits for Graduates of Approved Nursing Education Programs. Amended 
(1) As a response to the current state of emergency as declared by the Governor, the Georgia Board of Nursing finds the potential for 
imminent peril to the public health, safety, or welfare 
of Georgia citizens.  This emergency rule shall go into effect based on O.C.G.A. § 50-13-4(b) and shall be effective for the duration of 
the emergency and a period of not more than 60 days, 
whichever is shorter.   
(2) An applicant for licensure by examination who has graduated from a Board approved nursing education program since December 1, 
2019, may be issued a temporary permit to practice as a graduate nurse (GN) or graduate practical nurse (GPN) pending the results of 
the licensing examination.   
(3) In order to receive a temporary permit to practice as a GN or GPN, the new graduate must submit the following: 
(a) A complete application containing information required by the Board attesting that all information contained in, or referenced by, the 
application is complete and accurate and is not false or misleading; 
(b) The required application processing fee which is not refundable; 
(c) Completed registration as required by the Board to cause the submission of a criminal background check as required by O.C.G.A. § 
43-26-7(b)(4); 
(dc) Official transcripts documenting graduation from an approved nursing education program; 
(ed) Evidence of registration with the examination administration service to take the NCLEX-PN or NCLEX-RN; 
(fe) Secure and verifiable documentation of United States citizenship or lawful presence in the United States as required by Georgia 
law; and 
(fg) Any additional information requested by the board needed to establish eligibility. 
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(4) A temporary permit to practice as a GN or GPN will not be issued to any applicant who has previously failed the licensing 
examination. 
(5) The temporary permit to practice as a GN or GPN, which is not renewable, is valid for the duration of the Public Health Emergency 
as declared by the Governor and a period of not more than 60 days, or upon receipt of a notice of failing the examination from the 
Board, whichever date is the earliest.  The GN or GPN must immediately inform employers of receipt of notification of failing the 
examination and cease all practice of nursing.  To reestablish testing eligibility, the applicant must submit an application for 
reexamination as provided in Board Rule 410-2-.04 or 410-2-.07. 
(6) The new graduate who has been issued a temporary permit to practice nursing as a GN or GPN pending the results of the licensing 
examination must work under the direct supervision of either a licensed practical or a registered professional nurse if a GPN or a 
registered professional nurse only if a GN, who is physically present in the facility or practice setting and who is readily available to the 
GN or GPN for consultation and assistance.  If the facility is organized into multiple units that are geographically distanced from each 
other, then the supervising nurse must be working on the same unit to which the GN or GPN is assigned.  The GN or GPN shall not be 
placed in supervisory or charge positions and shall not work in independent practice settings. 
(7) The nurse administrator of facilities that employ Graduate Nurses or Graduate Practical Nurses must ensure that the GN or GPN 
has a valid temporary authorization to practice as a GN or GPN pending the results of the licensing examination, has scheduled a date 
to take the NCLEX-PN or NCLEX-RN, and does not continue to practice after expiration of the temporary permit or receipt of a notice of 
failing the examination from the Board, whichever date is earlier. 
(8) Applicants must comply with all provisions of O.C.G.A. §§ 43-26-7, 43-26-36.1, Board Rule 410-2-.01, 410-2-.02 or 410-2-.05 to be 
eligible for licensure. 
 
Authority: O.C.G.A. §§ 43-26-8(a) 
 
 Pipkin seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 
 
 There being no further business, the meeting adjourned Monday, April 20, 2020 at 3:19 p.m. 

 
 
   
 

  
Darrell Thompson, President 
 
 
 
  
James D. Cleghorn, Executive Director 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


