
The Georgia Board of Nursing met on Friday, September 27, 2024, at 8:00pm via Webex video conference for an 
emergency meeting. 
 
 
Friday, September 27, 2024 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 

⦁ Jennifer Pipkin, RN, MSN, CRNA, Vice President 
⦁ Darrell Thompson, RN, DNP, ACNP-BC, FNP-BC 
⦁ Maceo Tanner, LPN 
⦁ Dena Zinker, MSN, RN, NE-BC, FACHE 
⦁ Heather Bohannon, LPN 
⦁ Ashley Gresham, MSN, RN, CCRN 
⦁ Jessica Willcox, MSN, RN 
⦁ Cynthia Summerlin, NP-C, DNP 
⦁ Ryan Loke, Consumer Member  

 OTHERS PRESENT: 

⦁ Natara Taylor, Executive Director 
⦁ Tommy McNulty, Assistant Attorney General 
 
 

 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: 

⦁ Ashlan Porter, RN, BSN, President 
⦁ Joshua Batson, NP-C 
⦁ Brandy Hollins, LPN 
⦁ Roger Pierce, RN, MSN 
 
 
OPEN SESSION 
 
  

Pipkin called the emergency meeting to order at 8:05pm on Friday, September 27, 2024. 
 

 
Governance - Policy Number 1.14: Out-of-State Licensed Nurses Practicing in Healthcare/Public Healthcare System in 
Georgia during an Emergency or Disaster.  The board approved the implementation of Policy 1.14.   

GHA and other organizations in Georgia reached out to Board member Ryan Loke and Executive Director Natara Taylor, 
highlighting the urgent need for out-of-state nurses following Hurricane Helene, which impacted Georgia on September 26-27, 
2024. Many nurses in Georgia are unable to work due to power outages and flooding. Additionally, Governor Kemp declared a 
state of emergency on September 24, 2024, in response to the hurricane. 

 

 

GEORGIA BOARD OF NURSING 
  

   
 



The Board of Nursing has an existing policy, Policy 1.14, that permits licensed practical nurses (LPNs) and registered nurses 
(RNs) with active, unencumbered licenses from other states to work in recognized healthcare systems in Georgia, including 
public health, during emergencies. Implementation of this policy requires a Board vote.  

 

After discussion, Loke made a motion to approve the implementation of Policy 1.14. Willcox seconded the motion, and it 
carried unanimously. 

 

 

 

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned September 27, 2024, at 8:11pm. 

 

 

 

Jennifer Pipkin, Vice President 

 

 

 

 

__________________________ 

Natara Taylor, Executive Director 
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