The Office of Secretary of State

Brad Raffensperger

Secretary of State

Commissioner of Securities

IN THE MATTER OF

Vallant Financial, Inc., f/k/a
Pinnacle Financial Corporation
Application for Fairness Hearing

Pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 10-5-11(9)

ORDER APPOINTING HEARING OFFICER

Petitioner.
TO: Mark Kanaly
Alston & Bird LLP

1201 West Peachtree Street, NE
Suite 4900
Atlanta, Georgia 30309

Jonathan S. Hightower
Fenimore Kay Harrison LLP
2839 Paces Ferry Road SE
Suite 750

Atlanta, Georgia 30339

Ronyiah Douglas, Esq.

Office of the Secretary of State
Securities and Charities Division

2 Martin Luther King Jr., Drive SE
Suite 317, West Tower

Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Noula Zaharis

Assistant Commissioner of Securities



Please take NOTICE that a hearing, pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 10-5-41, Rule and Regulation
of the State of Georgia 590-4-6-.07 and O.C.G.A. § 50-13-13(a), shall be held by the
Commissioner of Securities of the Office of the Georgia Secretary of State (the “Commissioner”)

APPOINTMENT. Pursuant to §§ 10-5-70 and 10-5-71 of the Act and Chapter 590-4-6
of the Commissioner's Rules and Regulations, C. Ryan Germany, Esq. has been appointed as
Hearing Officer and designated referee of the Commissioner for the purpose of the hearing. The
Hearing Officer is a member of the State Bar of Georgia and is qualified by education, training

and experience to conduct this hearing.

/'-—_—
SO ORDERED this 5"‘_ day 07::‘544&«-»—?’,2026.

BRAD RAFFENSPERGER
SECRETARY OF STATE
COMMISSIONER OF SECURITIES

Noula Zaharis
Assistant Commissioner of Securities




