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Please Note!

The purpose of this presentation is to 
provide information about the application 
process for renewal of your physical 
therapy licensure (PT and PTA).



Please Note!

 The information provided 
here is current as of TODAY
and is subject to change. 

 Always consult the Georgia 
State Board of Physical 
Therapy website for the most 
current information.

 https://sos.ga.gov/page/ge
orgia-state-board-physical-
therapy-rules-and-laws



And This is Important!

 None of the information in this 
presentation is intended to 
provide specific legal advice for 
any particular individual or to 
provide specific advice relative 
to individual questions about the 
laws, rules, policies, and 
application procedures.

 Individual questions may need to 
be referred to the Board by email 
to PLB-Healthcare2@sos.ga.gov or 
to legal counsel of your choosing.



Who Needs to Submit A Renewal Application & 
What Should They Know?

EACH LICENSED PHYSICAL 
THERAPIST AND PHYSICAL 

THERAPIST ASSISTANT WHOSE 
LICENSE EXPIRES DECEMBER 31ST

OF THAT ODD NUMBERED YEAR. 

KNOW THE EXPIRATION DATE ON 
YOUR LICENSE. PRINT AND 

MAINTAIN A COPY OF YOUR 
LICENSE.

THE LICENSE MAY NOT BE 
RENEWED IF A LICENSEE DOES 

NOT SUBMIT A TIMELY 
APPLICATION FOR RENEWAL AND 

MEET THE CONTINUING 
COMPETENCE REQUIREMENT. 

ALL CONTINUING COMPETENCE 
ACTIVITIES MUST BE COMPLETE 

DURING THE BIENNIUM (BETWEEN 
JANUARY 1st OF THE PREVIOUS 

EVEN-NUMBERED YEAR THROUGH 
DECEMBER 31st OF THE ODD-

NUMBERED YEAR THAT 
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWS).



490-4-.01 Renewal of License and Penalties

A complete application for 
license renewal, to include all 
supporting documents, must 
be submitted by December 
31st in odd-numbered years.

If you supplied all of the required 
information to complete the renewal 

application & your application 
requires review by the Board, the 

license will remain in “Active-
Renewal Pending” status, with the 

same expiration date, until the Board 
has rendered a decision on the 

application.



What does “active-renewal pending,” “probation-
renewal pending,” or “suspended-renewal pending” 
mean?  It means:

 Your license is not considered to be lapsed, inactive or invalid [O.C.G.A. §50-13-
18(b)].

 You will have to wait until the Board can review your application at their next 
regularly scheduled meeting.

 You can expect to receive notice from the Board office by email informing you of 
any deficient items or outlying questions concerning your renewal application.  You 
will also be informed when the Board will be scheduled to review your application.

 You may legally continue to practice; however, your ability to practice is within the 
discretion of your employer.



Late-Lapsed Renewal Period

BEGINNING JANUARY 1ST OF 
EVEN-NUMBERED YEARS, 

LICENSEES WHO HAVE NOT YET 
SUBMITTED A COMPLETE 

APPLICATION FOR LICENSE 
RENEWAL MAY STILL DO SO AT 

AN INCREASED FEE. 

THE LATE RENEWAL PERIOD IS 
NOT TO BE USED AS 

ADDITIONAL TIME TO 
COMPLETE ANY CONTINUING 
EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS. 

ALL CONTINUING 
EDUCATION MUST BE 

COMPLETE BEFORE YOU 
SUBMIT YOUR RENEWAL 

APPLICATION

IF NO APPLICATION FOR 
RENEWAL HAS BEEN 
RECEIVED BEFORE 

FEBRUARY 1ST, THE LICENSE 
ENTERS “LAPSED-LATE 

RENEWAL” STATUS

**THE COMPLETE 
APPLICATION MUST BE 

RECEIVED PRIOR TO 
FEBRUARY 28TH OR THE 

LICENSE IS 
REVOKED/EXPIRED 
AND WILL ENTER A 
“LAPSED STATUS.”
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490-4-.01 
Renewal of 
License and 

Reinstatement 
Penalties

 Should the license enter a “Lapsed” status, 
you must apply for reinstatement, pay a fee, 
and must have:
 (a) documented licensed practice within 

last 2 years:  submit proof of completing all 
continuing competence requirements; or,

 (b) documented practice 2-5 years prior to 
renewal:  continuing competence and 
work under supervision of a Georgia-
licensed PT for 480 hours of continuous 
supervised practice to be completed 
within 3 months, with Board-specified 
stipulations as deemed necessary



490-4-.01 
Renewal of 
License and 

Penalties

 490-4-.01(4) requirements:
 (4)(c) If unable to document practice 

within last 5 years, must meet 
requirements of 4(b), including 1000 
hours traineeship, retake the licensing 
exam, unless exempt under 490-4-.01(6). 
Or may meet other qualifications such as

Licensed in another state
U.S. Government employee (i.e., 

military)
Proof of continuing competence



490-4-.01 
Renewal of 
License and 

Penalties

 490-4-.01 requirements:
490-4-.01(5) allows Board discretion 

in evaluating continuing 
competence requirements for 
applicants from other states or US 
Government Agencies.

490-4-.01(6) allows Board discretion 
in evaluating applicants for the 
supervision/examination 
requirements



Continuing 
Competence 
and License 

Renewal

(30) hours of continuing competence per 
biennium, to include 4 hours in Georgia 
Ethics and Jurisprudence, is required with 
few exceptions. 

None of the continuing education 
submitted for license renewal may have 
been previously submitted as part of an 
application for initial licensure or to satisfy 
the requirements of an order of the Board 
or previous renewal cycle, nor may any 
excess hours taken during a previous cycle 
be applied to the next cycle.



Continuing 
Competence 

[BR 490-4-.02(1)]

30 clock hours is required; 

Planned learning experience which “the 
licensee can show is intended to increase 
their present skill level and the content is 
beyond the licensee’s present level of 
knowledge and competence, which may 
be subject to audit by the board.”
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Georgia Ethics 
and 

Jurisprudence 
Requirement 
[BR 490-4-.02]

(a) An ethics and jurisprudence course must be obtained 
from a Georgia college or university with an accredited 
physical therapy education program or a provider which 
holds a current APTA Georgia (APTA GA) Approval 
Certificate.

(b) Passage of the Georgia jurisprudence examination is 
equivalent to the four (4) hour continuing competence 
requirement provided that the same test result has not 
been previously submitted to the Board as part of an 
application for licensure or to satisfy the requirements of 
an order of the Board.



https://sos.ga.gov/sites/default/files/forms/15%20Reference%20-
%20Guide%20for%20Continuing%20Competence%20Activities%20%26%20Documentation%20Requirements.pdf
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CE Broker [BR 49-4-.02(6)(a-c)]

Register

ALL licensed PT/PTA in Georgia are 
to register for an account with CE 
Broker 
https://cebroker.com/ga/account/
basic

Maintain

Maintain contact information 
and record of CC/CE within 
CE Broker.

Store

Securely store proof of 
completion of CC/CE to 
include the correct name of 
the activity and a copy of the 
completion certificate(s) or 
documents in compliance with 
Board Rule [490-4-.02(9)(a-c)]SE0
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New Licensees and New Grads
A biennium is a two-year period from January 1st 

of the even numbered year to December 31st of 
the odd numbered year [i.e., January 1, 2022 –
December 31, 2023].

Continuing competence must be shown during 
the first biennium that a PT/PTA is licensed in 
Georgia unless the licensee is exempt. 

Licensees who graduate, pass the NPTE and are 
issued a license during the current biennium are 
exempt from continuing competence 
requirements during the biennium in which they 
receive their license – the clock starts in the next 
biennium.
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Examples of Licensees Who May or 
May Not Be Exempt From CCH/CEH.
 (1) Graduated in May 2023, took and passed the NPTE in July 2023, 

obtained a license in August 2023. 

 Licensee is NOT required to obtain CCH/CEH to renew. However, the 
licensee must apply to renew the license if the license expires 
December 31, 2023.

 (2) Applied for reinstatement of the license to include taking the GA JAM 
and completing CCH/CEH as required by Board Rule.

 Licensee is NOT required to obtain CCH/CEH to renew. However, the 
licensee must apply to renew the license if the license expires 
December 31, 2023.

 (3) Graduated in May 2023. Took the NPTE January 2024, obtained a license 
in February 2024. 

 Must obtain CCH/CEH (30 credits) in order to renew by December 31, 
2025.



Other Exemptions to Continuing 
Competence

Individuals initially licensed or reinstated 
within the last six (6) months of a biennium 
renewal period will not have to meet 
continuing competence requirements for 
that current biennium only.



How do CE Broker and GA licensure work 
together?

CE Broker manages the system that records 
and stores continuing competence



How Can I Locate Board Approved 
Continuing Competence Activities?

 Go to: 
https://aptageorgia.org/page/approvedethicsandjurisprudencecourses

 “Approval of a program for CCH by APTA Georgia does not guarantee 
that the program will be accepted by the Georgia Board of Physical 
Therapy ("licensure board"). While our review process is designed to 
evaluate courses according to the licensure board's requirements, it is 
ultimately the responsibility of each individual licensee to ensure that 
continuing competency and licensure renewal requirements are 
satisfied.”



IMPORTANT!!!

Do not start your 
renewal process until 
your continuing 
competence and 
Georgia Ethics and 
Jurisprudence 
requirements are 
complete and visible 
in CE Broker.



Georgia Board of Physical Therapy Website

 Please get to know all of the information on the entire Georgia 
State Board of Physical Therapy website - particularly the laws, 
policies and rules: 
Georgia State Board of Physical Therapy | Georgia Secretary 

of State (ga.gov)
Reading the FAQs on the application, examination, and 

licensing procedures will also prove helpful
Also refer to Board Rules 490-4 for information on continuing 

competence



The Renewal 
Portal
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Renewing 
Your Georgia 
PT/PTA 
Licensure

Be sure to fill out the entire 
application.  

Be truthful about your ENTIRE arrest 
and conviction history as well as any 
history of treatment for substance 
abuse or mental disorders that 
occurred during the biennium. 

Double check your answers before 
you submit and pay.

At the time of renewal, be sure to 
submit any supplemental 
documents, i.e. signed letter of 
explanation, certified court 
documents, certified treatment 
records, secure & verifiable 
documents, affidavits, continuing 
education to CE Broker, etc.



Renewing 
Your Georgia 
PT/PTA 
Licensure

You are encouraged to:
Use the Licensure Search feature on the 

Board website to ensure that your license 
has been renewed and the expiration 
date has been updated.

Monitor your email inbox and junk mail for 
correspondence from the Board about the 
renewal application.

Once the license expiration date has 
been updated, log into your account to 
print a copy of your renewed and active 
license for your records.

What do I do after my application and fees 
have been submitted?



Thank you for your time and attention!

CONTACT INFORMATION

Georgia State Board of Physical Therapy
237 Coliseum Dr.

Macon, GA  31217
Phone:  (404) 424-9966

Fax: (866) 888-1308
Email:  PLB-Healthcare2@sos.ga.gov

https://sos.ga.gov/georgia-state-board-physical-therapy



Questions?


